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NHUNG BIEN POI TRONG TAP TUC THO CUNG NEAK TA
CUA NGUOI KHMER

(Nghién citu truong hgp ap Késla, xa Thanh Son, huyén Tra Cu,
tinh Tra Vinh)

e CN. Nguyén Van Lugm
Tém tit

Ciing vdi nhitng bién doi ciia xa hoi dudi tdac dong ciia qud trinh dé thi héa, cdc sinh
hoat vin héa ciia cong dong dan téc Khmer & ving Pong bing séng Ciu Long ciing thay
doi rdt nhiéu, cu thé la tin nguéng tho ciing Neak Ta dang trong qud trinh thay doi ré nét va
dan bi phai mo trong tém thiic nguoi Khmer. Bai viét tdp trung miéu td va phan tich nhiing
bién doi trong tin ngudng tho ciing Neak Ta (éng Ta) tai ap Késla, xa Thanh Son, huyén Tra
Cii , tinh Tra Vinh nhdm gép phdn ndng cao nhén thiic ciia nguoi dan trong viéc bdo ton
nguyén ban ciia nghi 1€ nay néi riéng, cdc gid tri tin nguong dan gian ciia dong bao Khmer
noi chung.

Tir khoa : tdp tuc tho cing, Neak Ta, Khmer, Tra Vinh

1. Pit van dé

X4 hoi luén van dong va phat trién theo qui luat van dong ctia thé gidi vat chit. Khi co
s& ha tAng thay ddi thi kién tric thudng ting ciing thay ddi theo. Chinh vi vay, cling vdi su
phat trién cda kinh t&€ va xi hoi, nhi€u y&u td khéc ciing thay ddi trong d6 c6 ddi song tAm
linh ctia con ngudi. X4 hoi phat trién cang lam sidng td cic hién tuong tu nhién ma xua kia
con ngudi cho d6 1a do than linh hay mot ding t6i cao nao d6 tao ra. Khoa hoc ki thuat da gép
phin nang cao nhan thifc, ddng thdi cling 1am thay d6i nhiéu gia tri vin héa trong d6 cé tin
ngudng dan gian. Bdi 18, tin ngudng dan gian 12 c4ch d€ con ngudi li gidi vé nhitng hién thugng
ty nhién va x4 hoi, 14y d6 lam niém tin trong cudc song. Xa hoi cang phat tri€n, nhan thic
con ngudi cang cao, nhitng gid tri vin héa cang dugc ton vinh nhung ciing c6 nhiéu gia tri vin
héa khong dugc ton vinh do bi 4nh hudng tiéu cuc cla cudc song méi. P6 1a van dé ma chiing
t6i muon tim hi€u va gift gin.

2. Noi dung

Nim gidp ranh véi trung tam thi trAn Tra Cd, xd Thanh Son 12 mdt x ven do. Dic biét
4p Késla ti€p gidp vdi dia phan thi trin Tra Cd. Dan cu trong Ap hau hét 1a dan toc Khmer, c6
mdt ngdi chiia ctia dan toc Khmer kha uy nghi va ¢6 kinh (chiia Cosla) nim trén dia ban ap.

® Khoa Van héa - Du lich, Trudng Pai hoc Pong Thép.
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Chuia duge xem 1a trung tAm lvu giit cling nhu phat huy nhitng truyén thdng vin héa ddc ddo
cua dan toc.

So véi cac xd khac, Thanh Son 1a x4 chiu nhiéu tic dong clia qué trinh dd thi héa, biéu
hién rd nhat & ap Késla. Tr mot ap chuyén 1am nong nghiép clia ngudi Khmer, Késla da tré
thanh mot khu dd thi dang trong qua trinh qui hoach va phat trién vdi nhitng cong ty san xuét
giay da, khu mua ban, khu nha tro cho cong nhan va nhitng dich vu an theo khac. Ngudi dan
tir viéc 1am rudng chuyén sang 1am cong nhan, budn ban va kinh doanh. Cd s& ha ting phat
trién, ddi séng kinh t€ clia con ngudi dudc nang 1én nén nhan thitc va niém tin tin ngudng
ciing thay ddi. Qua qu4 trinh thuc t& tham du 1& cling Neak Ta, chiing tdi tip trung miéu ti va
phan tich d& 1am sang té su bién ddi trong tin ngudng thd ciing Neak Ta (Ong Ta) clia ngudi
Khmer tai 4p Késla, xa Thanh Son, huyén Tra Cu, tinh Tra Vinh tit nhitng phudng dién sau.

2.1. Bién déi trong tam thiic tin ngudng

Tuc thd Neak Ta (6ng Ta) ciing nhu cac vi than trong thién nhién chi€m mot vi tri quan
trong trong ddi sdng tinh thAn ngudi dan Khmer khi Phat gido chua du nhap.

Neak Ta hay con goi l1a 6ng Ta, 1a mot vi than dia phuong clia ngudi Khmer. Nhung tly
thudc vao khu vuc quén li ctia Neak Ta ma ngudi ta goi nhitng tén goi khéc nhau. N&u ong
canh giit thita rudng thi ngudi ta goi la Neakta Sre; n€u dng cai quén & chia thi ngudi ta goi
la Neakta Vatt; § nga ba song thi goi la Neakta peam bel. Trong tAm thtric ciia ngudi Khmer,
c6 ong Neak Ta rit c6 stic manh d€ cai quin mdt viing rong 16n nhu mot thi xa, mot tinh, c6
ong chi cai qudn mdt ving nhé nhu x6m ap, mdt con dudng, modt khiic sdng,... Ngay xua, doi
v6i ngudi Khmer, Arac va Neak Ta 1a 2 vi thian linh khong thé tich rdi nhau. Mi 1an c¢6 bién
c6 gi ho thudng phai cling Arac hay Neak Ta.

Neak Ta c6 nhiém vu trong coi stic khde va sy thinh vugng & nhitng néi ma 6ng gitt gin.
Ong chiu trdch nhiém vé nhitng chuyén x4y ra & d6, nén mdi khi c6 bénh dich hay han han
thi ngudi ta 1am 1& cling Neak Ta. Ngudi Khmer cting Neak Ta 12 dé cau mua hay tiéu trir dich
bénh, ciing chinh vi vy ma 1& cling Neak Ta thudng dudc t6 chic vao dau thang 4 cho dén
diu thang 5 (am lich). Ngay nay, xa hoi phat trién, ddng bao Khmer tai 4p Késla da ti€p nhan
dudc khoa hoc k¥ thuat va hi€u biét nhiéu hon vé thién tai, dich bénh. Khi chiing toi phdng
vaAn mot s& ngudi dan tham du 1€ thi cho bi€t: “xua td chifc sao, nay lam vay dé tudng nhd”,
c6 ngudi thi chi biét td chitc 1& 1a dé “cAu mua, cAu thon x6m dugc khde manh ”, con lai s&
dong thi cho y ki€n “ngay xua dng ba td chifc nén ngay nay td chitc d€ c6 dip thon xém cling
hoi tu vui chdi, tudng nhé”. Ching tdi nhan thiy ring, trong tim thifc cia ngudi Khmer ndi
day da hi€u dudc ngudn gdce tao ra dich bénh ciing nhu 1a cach chita tri va viéc mua gié 1a do
hoat dong ctia céc y&u & trong tu nhién chd khong do “Ong Ta” gitp d3. Vi vay, muc dich 8
chiic 1& cting Neak Ta di thay ddi. Muc dich cAu mua va ciu cho thon 4p manh khée khong
c6 dich bénh nhd vao sy phii ho clia “6ng Ta” khong con dudc dé cao.

2.2. Bién d6i vé thdi gian té chifc

L& cting Neak Ta hiing nim dudc ngudi Khmer t3 chitc vao thang 4, thang 5 Am lich, tic
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1a trong vong mot thing didu miia mua trude khi lam ddng dé€ cAu mua thuan gié hoa. Nhung
khi chiing t6i tham du 1€ cting Neak Ta tai &p Késla 1a ngay 10 va 11 thdng 8 Duong lich (nhim
ngay miing 4, miing 5 thing 7 Am lich). Qua qu4 trinh tham do phdng van, chiing to6i nhan
thay c6 hai y&u td clia xa hoi duong dai 1am &nh hudng d&€n sy bi€n ddi nay. Thit nhat 1a do
s chuyén d6i cd cAu nghé nghiép, phan ddng nhitng ngudi trong Ap khong lam rudng riy
ma chuyén sang lam cdng nhan nén ho chon ngay 10 va 11 Ia ngay thit bdy va chii nhat dé
tap trung day dii moi ngudi. Thit hai 12 do yé&u td kinh t&, nhu trén da néi, day 1a dip d€ moi
ngudi tu hgp vui chdi nén phai quyén gép tién bac trong cong dong. Ngudi chi 1& (Acha)
cho ching t6i bi€t hién tai trong 4p khong dinh ngay cting Neak Ta ma khi dn T€t Nguyén
Pidn clia ngudi Kinh xong, trong 4p bit dau van dong quyén gép, khi nao dd kinh phi td
chic thi 6ng Acha s& thong bdo cho moi ngudi ngdy lam 1€. Do trong 1€ cling Neak Ta clia
4p Késla ngay nay phdi t6 chifc trong hai ngay va td chiic tai mot gia dinh trong ap, phai
thué rap che, dan nhac d€ phuc vu trong dém, mua thic in, thifc udng cho nhitng ngudi
tham dy 1& nén kinh phi kh4 nhiéu. Trong khi d6, 1& cting Neak Ta truyén thdng chi t& chifc
mot budi tai mi€u thd Neak Ta.

2.3. Bién d6i trong nghi thic td chifc

Ciing nhu nhiéu tin ngudng va 1& hdi khac, nghi thic ciing t& 1a phian quan trong nhat
nhim thé hién niém tin, uSc vong clia c4 nhan va cong ddng ddi vdi “cai thiéng” ma minh tin
tudng. Ngay xua, khi t6 chic 1& cling Neak Ta ngudi Khmer dé€n mi€u thd dé 1am 1€ xin nudc
mua. L& vat ciing Neak Ta thudng 1a diu heo, ga, vit ludc, rudu,... Ngudi Khmer cho ring,
sau khi cting Neak Ta, cdc ma qui &n udng xong s& din nhau di b4o vé rudng ray cho ho (Ngudi
Khmer tin rdng, trong 1€ cling khong chi ¢6 Neak Ta ma con c¢6 con chau clia Neak Ta la céc
thd than va ma qui).

Vao 1&, xuat phat tif ctta nha Neak Ta, ho di vong quanh nha 6ng ba vong theo chiéu kim
dong hd. Pi diu 1a ngudi chd 1&, k&€ d6 moi ngudi di tu do, khong phai theo thit tu. Sau dé ho
kéo d&n ban thd Neak Ta d6t nhang, cAu khan 6ng bdo hd cho x6m lang dugc yén vui, manh
khde, gitip cho mua thuan gié hdoa, mlia mang tot tudi. Trong lic lam 1€, ho dung nhac va I5i
hit d&€ mdi cdc vi thin d&€n du. Sau khi cling, moi ngudi td chiic boi ghe ngo trén kho goi 1a
“um tuk 10 kdk”[1, tr.70]. Nha nio c6 xudng thi ho dem ra bdi va vira danh cong vira hit.
Budi 1& két thic & day.

Né&u lam 1€ trén day xong ma trong mlia mua nidm 4y chua c6 mua, ho tiép tuc lam mot
1€ nita goi la “Bon sdum tuk phliéng”[1, tr.70] (1& xin nudc mua). Ngudi Khmer dwa mudi
nha su ra ditng phoi néng tung kinh dé dong 1ong trdi, bén canh ho d€ mot con ca 16¢ vao cai
thau kho hozc vio mot hd dit khd dé ong trdi thdy con cé ciing nhu ndng dan déu cin nuée
mua d€ sdng va 1am rudng nén sé& ban nudc mua cho. Su tich nay c6 ngudn gdc tir Phat gido.
Kinh S6phontd cé néi, con ca 16c 1a tién than ctia Ptic Phat Thich Ca, trong cac ki€p luan hdi,
n6 sdng trong mdt hd that 16n tén 1a Anottah. Tir khi Ngudi sinh ra khong bao gid sét sanh, chi
biét &n rong réu va ciy cd dé song. Qua thdi gian han han 12 ndm, moi noi déu kho can ké ca
hd Andttah. Moi ngudi va moi sinh vat nhu tdm tép, cd déu ché&t hét, muodn van tai hoa dua
dén that khing khi€p. C4 16¢c ben suy ngdm: “ Ta day, tir sinh ra d€n git chua 1am hai ai, chi
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bi€t trAim tu mic niém 1am lanh trdnh dit, tai sao trdi lai sat hai mudn loai va sat hai ca than
ta” — nghi vay c4 bén chui dau 1&n khdi bun va kéu tri “Thua Ngoc Hoang, Ngoc Hoang c6
thay thé gian dau khd chang? Ta day 12 nim tu tim tham thién hau ki€p sau dic dao citu ching
sanh. Vay gid day, ta kéu goi Ngai hidy cttu mudn loai dudi th€ gian ndy bing céch ban cho
nhitng giot mua lanh”. Ti€ng kéu dong dén troi. Ngoc Hoang nhin xudng thiy c4 16¢ ding 1a
hién than ctia Thich Ca Mau Ni tuong lai, nén ban mua xudng ctfu thé gian va mudn loai.

Ngay nay, tai 4p Kdsla 1& cting Neak Ta dugc t§ chiic trong hai ngay. Ngay thit nhat, ca
ap tap trung lai d€ dung rap truc mot nha da dugce chon 1am di€m t6 chic. 0] ngoai san, ngudi
Khmer lam mt tévada bing be chudi va ciy tric 1am ndi trung bay 1& vat cling dng trdi, mot
chi€c thuyén lam bing gif'y va than ciy chudi cé thé tha trdi trén song. Trong rap, dit mot
ban thd Phat hudng ra tévada. Trudc ban thd, bén phai dé mot chi€c giudng bing tre cho dng
luc ngdi tung kinh, bén trdi 1a mot chi€c giudng tre khac danh cho nhitng ngudi phu nit 16n
tudi. Budi tdi, moi ngudi cling nhau bay hoa qua 1&én ban thd va tévada rdi mdi 4 6ng luc dé€n
tung kinh ciu siéu. Bt diu budi 1€, 4 dng luc ngdi trén chi€c giudng tre bén phai quay mit
vé hudng nhitng ngudi phu nit dang ngdi ddi dién. Ong Acha ngdi phia trudc nhitng ngudi
phu nif va ho cling huéng vé phia ban thd Phat d€ tung kinh. Sau khi tung mot hdi kinh ta on
ong luc thi moi ngudi quay mat sang phia d6i dién véi vi tri ctia 4 6ng luc d€ dugc tung kinh
cAu siéu va nhan nu6c 6p (nudc duge udp nhanh thom va dén ciy) tir dng luc. Khi tung kinh
cu siéu mot 6ng luc ngdi phia trude vira doc kinh vira ding khamus (Iam bing nhitng 14 tre
tuoi bé lai nhu mdt chdi tre nhd) d€ tham nudc va rai 1én moi ngudi véi y nghia cAu mong
may min, khée manh, trir ta ma yéu quai, 4 dng luc tung kinh d&€n khoéng 21 gid thi két thiic.
Sau d6, moi ngudi cling nhau dn bin mam, héat hd vui chdi v6i dan nhac nhu cia ngudi Kinh.,
Sang hom sau, ai dugc phan cdng nhiém vu trong budi 1& phai chuin bi cc 1& vat dang ciing
nhu: dau heo, ga ludc, trai cay, banh, cli, nhang dén,..nhirng ngudi khac thi ty chuéin bi com
tai gia dinh. Kho&ng 9 gid ho mdi bon dng luc d&€n tung kinh 1an hai. Cac 1& vat dudc dit 1én
thuyén dd chuén bi tru6c san, ho d€ thém vao d6 mot it tién. Com dugc mdi ngudi mang tir
nha d&n dang cho bon dng luc, khi dn com xong, bdn 6ng luc dudc dua vé chia, tiéc van dudc
ti€p tuc. P&n 13 gits, moi ngudi trong Ap khdng k& ngudi gia tré nhd cling diing 1o ndi vé 1én
minh nhitng hinh thut quai di, mang mat na hinh ma quy, dem céc vat dung trong gia dinh ra
dé€ lam chiéng, trong. Ong Acha thap nhang trén ban thd Phat, ban Tévada, cim nhang trén
thuyén lam biang chudi, moi ngudi ciing nhdy mua, hd hét véi y nghia thay mit cho nhitng
diéu xui vd ma quy d&€n nhan 1€ vat va mang di. Thuyén dudc vdc d&€n mi€u Neak Ta, di vong
ti truGc mi€u ra sau rdi dua vao trong tir bén hong. Ong Acha thap nhang, mang 18 vat dit 1én
ban thd con nhitng ngudi gid ma qui ti€p tuc nhdy mia, ho hét, uéng rugu va gianh nhau mot
it 1& vat. Sau khi cho “6ng Ta” chitng xong, thuyén dugc vac ra song dé tha di. Ho d€ tit ca
mit na 1én thuyén, ddy ra xa vdi uSc mong nhitng dicu xui xéo, tai hoa troi di khdi thon ap.
Budi 1& dugc két thic & day.

Nhu vay, do tic dong clia cdc yé&u td thdi dai da 1am thay ddi tAm thifc tin ngudng ciia
cong ddong ngudi Khmer. Chinh vi vy, nghi thic cling Neak Ta khong con nguyén ban nhu
trude kia. Nhd vao dip cing Neak Ta, ngudi Khmer thém vao nghi thitc mgi dng luc tung kinh
ciu siéu vao dém hom tru6e dé cling ¢d niém tin cong ddng, ddng thdi dugc dang com cho
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ong luc @€ nhan phude. Nghi thic t6 chic cling nhu dia diém td chifc da bi thay ddi hoan toan.
VAan dé thay d6i § day ciing vi khong gian tai mi€u “6ng Ta” khong dd dé€ ho t& chic vui
chdi, doc kinh ciu siéu, khong di ngudn dién dé sir dung trong 1&. Khoa hoc k§ thuat da lam
sang td céc hién tugng mua gié va dich bénh nén “dng Ta” khdng con 1a vi thin quyét dinh
cho cudc song ctia ho. Tir @6 nghi thic, 1& cling dugc td chic véi muc dich tudng nhé va 1a dip
dé€ moi ngudi vui choi, lam phudc cho dng luc. Do d6 nghi thifc ciing t& 1an thi hai néu 1an
dau cling Neak Ta ma khong c6 mua cling bi lang quén.

2.4. Bi¢n ddi trong tho ciing

Chiing t6i khong dé cap d&n 1€ vat, vi chiing tdi nhan thiy dii ¢6 nhiéu bién ddi nhung
trong 1& vat khong ddi khic chi c¢6 thém mot it tién 18 ma ngudi Khmer cho ring d6 1a tién
cho cac ma qui dung. Trong khi d6, hinh thic thd cling Neak Ta da khac xa hoan toan so vGi
nguyén goc.

Thit nhdt la vé vi tri tho ciing: Neak Ta thudng dugc thd trong ngdi mi€u nhd trén mot
khiic song canh dudng hay dudi mot tdn ciy 16n. Nhung hién nay ngudi dan ap Késla cing
Neak Ta la § mi€u thd Neak Ta ctia ap lang giéng. Trudc kia, &p Késla c6 mot mi€u thd Neak
Ta nhung do viéc m& dudng giao thdong ding vao vi tri mi€u nén da bi pha bd. Vi khong ¢
diéu kién kinh t& nén ba con trong &p vin chua xay dung lai. Thém vao d6 1a sitc anh hudng
cia “ong Ta” khdng con 16n trong tdm thirc cia ngudi dan nén ho ciing c¢é y dinh la dung
chung mi€u thd véi p ldng giéng (4p Ca Rom). Nhu vay, hién nay trong 4p Késla khdong con
ndi thd cling nhu mi€u thd Neak Ta. Noi ton nghiém danh cho Neak Ta ctia 4p khong con ma
ong chi con ton tai trong tam thitc ddong bao Khmer noi day.

Thit hai la vé biéu tugng tho ciing: Neak Ta thudng dudc thd bing bi€u tugng 14 nhitng
vién d4 cudi hay nhitng vién d4 dugc tao hinh dau ngudi va dugc dit trong mot ngdi mi€u nhd
don so canh dudng di, khdng c6 ban thd uy nghi chi c6 bat huong d€ moi ngudi qua lai ¢ thé
thap nhang. Nhung hién nay tai mi€u thd ma ngudi dan ap Késla lam 1& dudc trang hoang rit
hién dai. Van c6 vién da cudi nhung dudc dit trén ban thd bé tong va 1t gach men rit dep,
bén trén c¢6 chan dung clia 6ng Ta 12 mdt dng ldo rau téc bac pho ngdi thuyén dudi tin cay
16n gitta cdnh dong lia vang, xung quanh Ia canh thién nhién thanh binh ém 4. Chan dung
Neak Ta va toan cinh thién nhién dudc son mau rat dep mit. Vi su phat trién ctia x4 hoi mot
nha hoa si nao dé da tu phic hoa ra chian dung ctia Neak Ta dé€ lam sinh dong hon cho tin
ngudng ciing nhu mi€u thd vi than nay. Khong ai trong sd nhitng ngudi dan noi day tra 15i cho
chiing toi vi sao Neak Ta c6 hinh 4nh nhu vay hay ngudn gdc, truyén thuyé&t nao néi 1én chan
dung ctia dng. Nhu vy, do nhu cAu thim my két hdp quan niém hién thuc héa cia con ngudi
trong x4 hoi duong dai da tic dong dén biéu tugng thd cling, 1am thay ddi biéu tugng theo y
nghi thyc t€. DJi song vat chit cia con ngudi hién hitu dugc nang cao ciing tr§ thanh dong
lyc thiic ddy thay ddi ddi song vat chat clia cac vi than linh ma ho tin tuéng.

3. K&t luan

Tém lai, chiing t6i nhan thiy ring, cling v6i sy phat tri€n clia xa hoi duong dai, ddi song
tinh than ctia ddng bao dan toc Khmer dang bi 4nh huéng manh mé. Nhitng bi€n d6i trong tin
ngudng thd cling Neak Ta tai 4p Késla 12 mdt trudng hop chiing to6i mudn dé cap d€ 1am sing
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td van dé trén. Xa hoi van dong, phit trién 1a diéu tich cuc dang ghi nhan nhung déng thdi
cling ¢6 nhiéu gia tri vin hda dang mAt dan nguyén ban do nhitng tic dong ctia xd hoi. C6 rat
nhiéu loai hinh vin héa, tin ngudng dan gian clia dong bao Khmer dang bi 4nh hudng bsi nhip
song xa hdi méi. Céc gia tri van héa truyén thong mang ban sic dan tdc dang bi€n d6i cho
pht hgp vé6i xa hoi duong dai nhung su bi€n d6i d6 phan nao dd Iam mat di nhitng gid tri “mong
mudi” vo gid von c6 cia nd./.
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Summary

Along with the changes of social life under the impacts of the urbanization, cultural life of Khmer
community in the Mekong Delta has also changed a lot especially in worshipping Neak Ta which has
been being transformed and blurred in Khmer people’s consciousness. This article aims to depict
and analyze the changes in worshipping Neak Ta in Kélsa hamlet, Thanh Son Village, Tra Cu District,
Tra Vinh province as a case study to raise people’s awareness of conserving the original of this cer-
emony in particular and the values of Khmer’s folklore in general.
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