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Tém tit

Nghién civu khdo sat mot sé bai viét ddang trén bdo Céng Ludn thdp nién 20 thé ky XX
bang phirong phdp lich sir két hop voi phirong phdp phan tich dién ngon. Qua dé, lam ré vai
tro cua bao Cong Ludn trong viéc c6 vii tinh than tranh thwong va hinh thanh y thirc kinh té
dan téc cho ngueoi Viét. Két qud nghién ciru, bdo Cong Ludn déing tai nhiéu bai viét phé phan
tw duy “trong nong irc thwong”’; néu ra sw tri tré, tam ly tw ti va théi quen tiéu dung 1¢ thugc
cua nguoi Viet. Bén canh do, tac gia cdc bai viét ¢é vii viéc dung hang ngi hoa, phat trién san
xudt cong —nong nghiép va khuyén khich Igp héi dodn dé hé tro thuwong nhdn, nong dan nguoi
Viét. Bang cdc ldp ludgn va hinh anh so sanh cu thé, tac gia cac bai viét trén bdo dinh huéng
lai tw duy lam gidu gan véi long yéu nuoc, xem kinh té nhw mot mdt tran ‘quan trong trong
céng cudc chdn hung ddan toc. Vé y nghia, pham vi anh huong con han ché nhung bdao Cong
Ludn gop phan cé vii tinh than cho phong trao déan téc dan chii ciia nguoi Viét ¢ Nam Ky
nhitng thdp nién dau thé ky XX,
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Abstract

This study examines a selection of articles published in the Cong Luan newspaper
during the 1920s using a historical approach combined with discourse analysis. Thereby, it
clarifies the role of Cong Luan in promoting the spirit of economic competition and in shaping
a sense of national economic consciousness among the Vietnamese. The study highlights Cong
Luan's significant contribution to promoting the spirit of economic competition and
cultivating a sense of national economic consciousness among the Vietnamese. By criticizing
the traditional mindset of “honoring agriculture while belittling commerce,” Cong Luan
exposed socio-economic stagnation; dependency in consumption habits, and a lack of
entrepreneurial spirit. Simultaneously, it actively encouraged the use of domestic products,
industrial and agricultural development, and the organization of economic associations to
support local businesses. Through persuasive rhetoric and comparative reasoning, the
newspaper reframed wealth accumulation as a patriotic act and positioned economic activity
as a vital front in the nation’s struggle for renewal. The Cong Luan newspaper significantly
contributed to shaping the ideological groundwork for the nationalist-democratic movements
that emerged among the Vietnamese in Cochinchina during the early twentieth century.

Keywords: Cong Luan newspaper, Cochinchina, colonial, economic, economic
competition.
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1. Giéi thiéu

Cong Luén bao 13 4n pham Viét ngir cua to bao Phap ngir L’Opinion. S6 dau tién duoc
xudt ban vao ngay 29/8/1916 va két thuc vao thang 10/1939. Bao c¢6 kho 60x45 cm, xuat ban
hai ky mdi tudn vao cac ngay ther Ba va thir Sau. Try s& dat tai s6 146, duong Pellerin, Sai
Gon, chi1 but 1a 6ng Nguyén Kim Dinh. T nim 1918, bao chuyén thanh nhét bao, dén sd 691
(ngay 06/8/1927) d6i tén thanh Cong Luén va tiép tuc xuat ban dén s6 9021. Noi dung ctia bao
phong phu, dé cap dén nhiéu linh vuc nhu chinh tri, kinh té, van hoa, xa hoi trong nudc va
ngoai nude. T bao duoc chinh quyén thuc dan Phap cho phép hoat dong hop phép véi muc
dich dinh huéng du ludn theo dudng 16i tuyén truyén vé “stit ménh khai héa” cia chi nghia
thuc dan & Nam Ky. Qua khao sat mot vai s6 bao trong thap nién 20 thé ky XX, da phan nguoi
Viét @ Nam Ky tham gia cong tac v6i nhiéu bai viét lién quan linh vyc kinh té. Cac bai viét vé
lién quan kinh té tap trung vao cac ndi dung chinh: phé phan tu duy kinh té 15i thoi, nhat 1a
quan niém “trong noéng uc thuong”; phan anh nhiing han ché, yéu kém trong hoat dong san
xuét, kinh doanh cua nguoi Viét; kéu goi va ¢ vii tinh than tranh thuong theo huéng san Xuét
tu ban chil nghia nhu mot con dudng canh tin va phat trién dan toc. Qua ngudn tu liéu, nghién
clru tap trung phan tich cic van dé trén nham 1am 13 vai tro ctia bao Cong Luan trong viée dinh
hudng nhén thirc va khoi ddy tinh than tu cuong kinh té cua nguoi Viét trong xa hoi thudc dia
Nam Ky.

2. Phuong phap nghién ciru

Nghién ctru van dung phuong phap lich sur két hop voi phu'ong phap phén tich dién ngon
nham khao sat ndi dung mot s6 bai viét trén bao Cong Luan thap nién 1920 thé ky XX. Phuong
phap lich st dugc st dung dé tim hiéu bdi canh x3 hoi thudc dja Nam Ky; ndi dung bai viét
trén bao phan anh nhimg han ché vé tinh than tranh thuong va cac giai phap duoc dé xuat
nham thac ddy hoat dong san xuat, kinh doanh cho ngudi Viét trong giai doan nay. Phuong
phap phén tich didn ngén hd tro viéc 1y giai vi sao cac bai viét trén bao Cong Ludn thuong
xuyén dé cap dén van dé tranh thuong, khuyén khich st dung hang ndi dia va dé xuit nguoi
Viét thanh 1ap cac hdi doan thé. Phuong phap phan tich didn ngdn cho phép xac dinh rd chu
thé va ddi tuong ctia dién ngdn, bao gdm nhiéu thanh phan trong xa héi Nam Ky duong thoi.
Dong thoi, giap lam sang to dac diém ngdn ngir dugc sir dung trén bao Cong Luén: don gian,
gan giii, d& hiéu, giau hinh anh va thuong di kem voi cac khau hiéu kéu goi. Thong qua viée
phan tich ndi dung cac bai viét, nghién ciru xac dinh dugc muc dich truyén tai cta dién ngon
va danh gid mac do anh hudng cia né dbi v6i nguoi Viét trong xa hoi thude dia Nam Ky.

3. Két qua va thao ludn

3.1. Bio Cong Luén véi vai tro tiép néi tinh than tranh thwong cia ngudi Viét &
Nam Ky dau the ky XX

Béo Cong Luén ra doi vao thang 8/1916, trong bdi canh kinh té — x4 hoi Nam Ky chiu
nhiéu tic dong manh mé tir Chinh sach khai thac thudc dia lan thir nhét cua thyc dan Phap
(1897-1914). Dong thoi, day la thoi diém Chlen tranh thé gi6i thu nhat dang dién ra giita cac
nude thyc dan va dé qudc. Viée chinh quyén thuc dan Phép cho phép bao chi cong khai hoat
dong tai Pong Duong, déac biét [a @ Nam Ky, nham phuc vu muyc tiéu tuyén truyen cho chinh
sach cai tri va xay dung hinh anh vé mot nén “van minh khai hoa” theo tu tudng thuc dan.

Tir du thé ky XX, bao chi hién dai dugc phd bién & Nam Ky va nhanh chong tro thanh
cong cu hiéu qua dé nguoi Viét phat dong phong trao tranh thuong, dong thoi truyén ba cac
gi4 tri van hoa, tu tudéng va gido duc tién bo phuwong Tay. Nbi bat 1a su ra doi va phat trién
nhanh chéng ciia phong trao Minh Tan & Nam Ky. Mot trong nhirng dic diém tiéu biéu cua
phong trao Minh Tan 1a sy chuyén huéng tinh than yéu nudc tir d4u tranh vii trang tryc dién
chéng thuc dan Phap sang con duong 6n hoa hon, thong qua cai cach kinh té, truyén b tu
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tuong va pho cép ndi dung gido duc tién bo. Khoi dau ciia phong trao 1a cudc van dong cai
céch kinh té do 6ng Luong Khic Ninh khdi xudng trén bao Nong C6 min dam (1901-1905).
Trong khoang thoi gian dau, tuy chua tao thanh mot phong trao xa hoi rong 16n nhu:ng nhitng
hoat dong dién ra dit nén méng cho tinh than tranh thuong cta ngudi Viét cac giai doan sau.
T nam 1906 dén 1908, khi 6 ong Tran Chanh Chiéu dam nhiém vai trd chii but ca hai to bao
Nong C6 min dam va Luc Tinh Tan van, nhiing tu tudng canh tan tiép tuc dugc phat trién
manh mg&, gop phan lam bung nd phong trao Minh Tan. To Nong C6 min dam tré thanh co
quan ngdn luan trong viéc tuyén truyén tu tudng tranh thuong va c¢b vii hoat dong phat trién
kinh t€ cho nguoi Viét tai Nam Ky dau thé ky XX. Céc si phu Minh Tan, thong qua céc bai
viét da phén tich nguyen nhan dan dén su mat nudc cua Viét Nam trude thue dan Phap. Theo
d6, ngudi Viét mat nude bat ngudn tir sy yéu kém vé kinh té, quan sy va tu duy chién lugc cua
thoi dai. Tir d6, ho dé xuat mot trong nhimg bién phap quan trong dé phuc hung dan toc 1a
phai chu trong phat trién kinh té. Theo ho, dé tién hanh canh tan dat nudc thanh cong, nguoi
Viét trude hét can thay dbi tu duy: phai biét chdp nhan khé khan, biét hoc hoi va tlep thu cac
gia tri tién bo cua thoi dai. Tuy nhién, cac si phu Minh Tan ciing chi ra tré luc dén tir chinh
tam 1y x4 hoi, nhu sy thiéu tam nhin dai han, tim 1y dé thoa man, ty ti va thu cyu ciia mot bo
phan nguoi Viét. Két qua, 101 kéu goi tranh thwong va phat trién kinh té dugc phat di véi tinh
than diy nhiét huyét nhung phong trao Minh Tan van chwa dat dugc hiéu qua thuc té rd rét
trong xa hoi Nam Ky.

Khi bdo Cong Luan ra doi, tinh than tranh thuong tiép tuc duogc dé cap mot cach déu
din va nhat quan théng qua nhidu bai viét xoay quanh cic hoat dong san xuét, kinh doanh,
cung vdi nhitng 101 kéu goi ngudi Viét vuon 1€n lam cha nén kinh té dan toc. Dac biét, sau su
kién phong trao tay chay kinh té tu san ngudi Hoa vao nam 1919, bao da ting cuong dang ké
cac nodi dung lién quan dén chu dé tranh thuong trong sudt thap nién 1920. Qua d6, bao Cong
Luén khong chi gop phan tiép ndi tu tuong tranh thuong dwgc hinh thanh tir dau thé ky XX,
ma con phat trién né phu hop véi diéu kién xa hoi thude dia dwong thoi.

3.2. Dién ngén phé phan mot s6 han ché trong tu duy ciia nguoi Viét
Thit nhat, phé phan tu duy khong “biét nguoi, biét ta” ctia ngudi Viét

Thong qua ndi dung bai viét “Ta nén biét sw hén do cia ta”, tac gia phé phan nhing han
ché trong tu duy cua ngudi Viét lién quan dén hoat dong kinh té. Tac gia khuyén nghi nguoi
Viét can nhin nhén rd diém manh va diém yéu cta chinh minh dé diéu chinh tu duy va hanh
dong cho phu hop v6i yéu ciu phat trién xa hoi. Quan diém thé hién rd: “Minh hén — do ma
minh xét biét duoc thdi ciing con 13 cao thugng, ché hén — do ma khéng biét hén — do thoi
thiét khong con chat cao thugng nao. Minh phai biét minh cho dung, thoi ich loi rit nhidu: xét
biét dugc co diéu gi hay, thoi c6 gin gitt lay, khong nghe 101 ban vo noi ra cua thién ha ma nay
doi, mai ddi; xét biét duge diéu gi cua minh do, thoi ran ma chura bo hogc la chira lai cho nén
hay” (T6, 20/6/1922, tr. 1). Khi so sanh vé hoat ddng kinh té, tac gia nhén manh uvu thé vuot
trdi ctia ngudi Hoa hon nguoi Viét. Qua do, cho thay ngudi Viét khong chi yéu kém trong thuce
lyc kinh té ma con thiéu ca nhan thirc dung vé thyc trang: “Ngudi Tau ¢ trong nudc ta, nim
ca thuong-quyén, ma ngudi minh chi biét than thé chd khong biét 1am sao. Vay 1a minh heén,
ma minh khong 19, cai hai 16n lao la bao nhi€u” (T6 Van, 20/6/1922, tr. 1). Tac gia canh bao:

“Mot dan toc khong biét sy gi cia minh hay dé 6 giit 1am tinh tay cuia minh, cdi gi do dé chita
stra cho ra hay thoi con gi hai bang” (T0, 20/6/1922, tr. 1). Tir thyc té lich sir cac phong trao
khang chién chong thuc dan Phap nira sau thé ky XIX, nguoi Viét thé hién dugc tinh than yéu
nude va doan két trong cac cudc dAu tranh. Tuy nhién, do chua nhan thirc day du vé stic manh
ctia ké thu ciing nhu nhing yéu kém noi tai ctia dat nudc nén tat ca phong trao yéu nude déu
di dén thét bai. Trén co so d6, dé khang dinh tinh than yéu nudc 14 quan trong nhung phai biét
phat huy dting vao timg thoi diém lich sir cy thé.
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Thir hai, phé phan tu duy phan biét “ba ky” cua nguoi Viét

Theo Sic 1énh cua Téng thong Phap ky ngay 17/10/1887, Lién bang Bong Duong duoc
thanh lap bao gom: Nam Ky, Trung Ky, Bic Ky (thudc Viét Nam) va Campuchia. Trong do,
xtt Nam Ky tré thanh thudc dia truc tri cua thye dan Phap. Chinh sach “chia dé tri” cua thuc
dan Phéap da gop phan dinh hinh tu duy phan biét viing mién giita ba ky ctia ngudi Viét. Qua
d6, anh huong dén tinh than doan két dan toc trong cudc khang chién chéng thuc dan Phap.
Tu duy phan biét ving mién duoc céac chi si phong trao Minh Tan ¢ Nam Ky dau thé ky XX
nhén dién rd rang va phan anh qua nhiéu bai viét trén bao chi. Tuy nhién, tinh trang phén biét
viing mién ciia nguoi Viét & ba ky chua dugc khic phuc tron ven. Trong bai viét “Nam Bdc
mét nha (Ngé ciing dong bao Nam Kp)”, tac gia bay t0 lo ngai: “Pa 1a mét nha chang may, vi
cach nhau non nudc, khac nhau chanh thé ma dén xem nhau nhu ké Viét nguoi Tan, c6 keé lai
xem d6ng bao nhu thi nghich...nguoi mot ndi giéng ma khong biét nhin 1a anh em” (T,
21/7/1922, tr. 1). Tir goc nhin kinh té, tac gia cho thiy hau qué cta sy chia r& khi nguoi Viét
khong doan két dé canh tranh véi tu san nude ngoai (tu san ngudi Hoa): “Mot xit Nam Ky, ¢6
ba tri¢u nhan dan, ma nguoi Kiéu cu c6 dén ba van. Téng s6 nhan khau ta duge nguoi thi cua
nguoi Tau duge mot. Ma ho 1a nguoi lam loi, ta 1a ngudi ra cua, ho mot ngady mot giau, ma
tién bac ta mot ngay mot troi chay vé Tau!” (T, 21/7/1922, tr. 1). Tac gia kéu goi nguoi Viét
vuot qua dinh kién dé doan két va hop tac phat trién kinh té: “Ddong bao Nam Ky ta oi! Vi vay
ma sy Nam Béc mot nha 1a cai thé tit yéu vdy. Ta nén hiép nhau lai méi dugc... Anh em ta &
Bic gioi viéc budn ban hon ta, gidi viéc nghe nghiép hon ta, ta nén can giup d& nhau” (T,
21/7/1922, tr. 1). Su thét bai cta phong trao tay chay hang hod tu san nguoi Hoa nam 1919 la
mot minh chimg dién hinh cho sy thiéu doan két va quyet tdm trong cudc van dong tranh
thuong ciia ngudi Viét. Boi vi sau phong trao ngudi Viét tiép tuc wu tién sir dung hang hoa do
ngudi Hoa san xuat va kinh doanh: “Cudc tiy chay cua ta to dugc 10ng biét sy nguy cia ta, ma
10i da ching duoc su bt lyc cua ta” (T, 21/7/1922, tr. 1).

Thuec té cho thiy, ngudi Viét khong chi thiéu y chi canh tranh kinh t& ma con bi chi phdi
boi tAm 1y méc cam va thiéu chién lwgc hanh dong: “Piéu dé nhu cai hén, biét than thé 1 thua
sat nguoi Tau, ma khong 1am sao cho khoi tay ho” (T6, 20/6/1922, tr. 1). Khong chi & Nam
Ky, thanh phan tri thirc Bac Ky duong thoi nhu Pham Quynh, Nguyén Vian Vinh tiing kéu goi
x0a bo ranh gidi phan biét ving mién: “Van dé Nam Bic 1 nha, 14 rit quan-hé cho ngum nudc
ta, tir ddy ve sau, ai c6 long ganh gheét, ghét vo, v6i nhau thi ldy mot ngudi ndo sai quiy ma
chi, diu dan Trung, Nam, Bic, chg dung c6 chia ranh, chia bon, ma kich bac nhau lam cho bét
cai gia Bic, Nam. Lién-lac 1a mot diéu dai hé cho ké sanh sau, ma ké néi viéc xéng do, thi co
t61 v6i dong bao rat 16n do, nhut 1 ngudi viét bao, nén ki xét cho” (L&, 14/10/1924, tr. 4).
Tuong ty 1a mot bai viét khac ciing kéu goi ngudi Viét phai vuot 1én trén hiém khich c4 nhan
dé huéng dén dai nghia: “Tlr buc tri thirc cho dén buc thuong dan ai ciing trong cai dai
nghia...15i n6i vo tinh cia mot ngudi chang da pha dugc mot cai chu nghia dep dé cua may
tri¢u ngudi duong ton trong” (Cong Luén, 6/2/1923, tr. 1). Nhu vy, tu duy phan biét ving
mién khong chi 13 rao can dbi véi tién trinh thay doi kmh té, ma con 1a mot trong nhimng nguyén
nhan can tré khdi dai doan két dan toc trong bdi canh thyc dan Phap xam lugc va thong tri
Viét Nam.

Thir ba, phé phan tu duy “bao thi” cua nguoi Viét

Mot trong nhiing nguyén nhan quan trong khién tinh than tranh thuong ciia nguoi Viét
khong thé phat huy manh mé trong giai doan dau thé ky XX 1a tu duy bao thu, tri tré va thiéu
nhay bén. Cac bai viét trén bao nhiéu 1an néu ra han ché nay, dac biét nhin manh dén viéc
nguoi Viét chua nhan thic dugc tam quan trong cua viéc tiép thu tri thirc hién dai va d6i méi
tu duy san xudt, kinh doanh. Trong bai viét “Biéc hay cuc ddt”, tac gia phé phan: “Bé mot
thang c6 vai ddng ma tiéc — dé bo bac mudn bac ngan ra cho ké bé trén an ding cho khoi kho
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dau kho 6c — Khoi bi kho dau kho oc rdi lai trd lai kho dau kho 6c ké dudi ma khao tién...cing
nam chéfing cat dau 1én noi, boi vay cho nén tiéng 'dan cung' ciing co nghia nay ma ciing c6
nghia no” (Cong Luan, 16/11/1923, tr. 1). Tac gia cho rang, trong bbi canh tri thirc Tay hoc
va cac gié tri tién bd cta phuong Tay du nhdp vao Viét Nam, nén giao duc truyén thong mang
tinh kinh vién, go bé theo khuén mau Nho giao khong con phu hop. Viéc khong tiép nhén
nhing thay doi tit yéu cua thoi dai khlen nguoi Viét chdm thich tng voi xu thé phat trién va
tut hau trong cudc canh tranh kinh té v&i cac dan toc khac. Tinh than ty man, an phan, thiéu
ning dong trong hoat dong san xudt kinh doanh tiép tuc dwoc phan anh 5 trong bai viét “Ddn
ta cé thoi héa ching”. Tac gia bai viét bay to lo ngai: “Trong luc cac dan toc dang tranh dua
nhau ding nung nhic trinh d6 minh cho cao thém, stc canh tranh I3y limg rung dong hoan
clu, 1am cho dan di mau hon hét, &m mui hon hét cling giyt minh ma tinh vay!” (Cao,
20/11/1923, tr. 1). Nguoi Viét thé hién tim 1y cam chiu va thiéu trach nhiém véi tuong lai dan
toc: “Annam ta van nhu thudng ciing ty nhién ngay an dém ngu, phi viéc quan hé cta xa hoi
cho ngon song thiy tridu, khéng hé dau thuong tham x0t cho can bon minh suy kém t6i t&”

(Cao, 20/11/1923, tr. 1). Nhu vay, n6i dung cac bai viét phé phan tryc tiép bod phén 16n nguoi
Vi€t con nang tam ly tu ti, bao thu, thiéu quyét tim d6i méi dé theo kip trao lru tién hoéa cua
thoi dai. Tir d6 khing dinh: ton tai tu duy bao thu khong chi can tré sy phat trién kinh t&, ma
con 1am cham tién trinh hién dai hoa va phuc hung dan toc dudi ach cai tri cia thuc dan Phap.

Thit tir, phé phan tu duy tu lgi ca nhan

Trong khuon kho chinh sach “ngudi ban xi cai tri ngudi ban x4 cta chinh quyén thuc
dan Phap, mét sé ngudi Viét co qudc tich Phap va dat du tiéu chuan dugc phép tham gia vao
Hoi dong Quan hat Nam Ky. Pay 1a mot budc tién tugng trung cho sy “cai lwong” vé thé ché,
vi hi€u qua cda chinh sich nay phu thudc vao y thirc va tu duy cta chinh nhitng nguoi Viét
tham chinh. Bio Coéng Luén c6 nhiéu bai viét thé hién thai do phé phan rd rét dbi voi tu duy
vi ky, coi thuong loi ich chung cta bd phan ngudi Viét. Trong bai viét “Hoi dong Quan hat
lira nghi vién”, tac gia Nguyén Kim Pinh khong chi dé cap dén nhimg tiéu chuin co ban vé
dao dirc va ning luc di v6i ngudi ra g ctr, ma con nhén manh dén trach nhiém cua cir tri
trong viéc lya chon nguoi xtimg dang. Ong canh béo vé tinh trang cir tri bi mua chudc bang
nhitng loi ich nho nhat: “Ddng bang ngudi ndo mudn ra tranh cir thi phai c6 tai luan bién, phai
lich 1am dan tinh, phai ¢6 chi nhiét thanh, phai c6 long cong ich...ch¢ nén tham ly ruou bia
com, ché nén k& tiéng doa ham cung dong bac tring” (Nguyen 23/6/1922, tr. 1). Cung quan
diém, trong bai “Hoi dong quan hat, ta bau ai?”, tac gia Tran Thanh Liém gi niém tin vao y
thirc chinh tri ctia cir tri nguoi Viét, dong thoi 16n an manh mé sy lva chon thién vi, bi dan dat
bai loi ich ¢4 nhan hay tinh cam riéng tu: “Xin dong bao dimg vi loi ich riéng, tinh riéng, ma
bau ctr nguoi khong xtmg dang. Xin dong bau dirng d& md hodc, ma bau cit that nhon, cudce
cai luong kia hoa ra vo dung, ma vé sau, két qua khong hay ” (Tran, 30/6/1922, tr. 1).

Khong chi nhiam vao cir tri, bao chi con phé phan thai d6 tho o, thiéu nhiét tinh cua
ngudi dan dbi voi quyén tham gia chinh tri, di duoc trao co hdi hop phap thong qua co ché
thira sai. Trong bai “Vé su ldp 56 thira sai Hoi dong Quan hat”, tac gia bay té: “Hon muoi
nam cac nha bio, cac nha thuong luu 1dm 16i kéu ca nha nudc...nao 1a néi bao nhiéu thira sai
lang khong xtg dang thay mit dan di b tham...nhiing 10i kéu ca 4y nay rd ra 1a khong duoc
thiét chut nao ra? (...). Xin dong bao, ai c6 quyén bé tham hay st sing 1én nao? ” (Cong Luan,
28/7/1922, tr. 1). Thang 6/1923, mot ké hoach (con goi la du an Candelier) li€én quan dén hoat
dong khai thac thuwong mai ¢ cang Sai Gon dugc dang tai trén bao chi Nam Ky. To Les Annales
Colonials trich dan lai thong bao: Hoi dong Thudc dia Nam Ky da thong qua du thao cho phép
mét cong ty Phap khai thac thuong cang Sai Gon - Cho Lén trong thoi gian 15 nam. Theo do,

Quyen cta bén duoc nhuong quyén bi han ché: 1. Chi danh cho véan chuyén duong thay; 2
Dbi voi viée van chuyen duy nhét lua gao va cdc san pham tir laa cling nhu ngd; 3. Chi viée
van chuyén dién ra tir diém nay dén diém khéc trong cang, nghia Ia tir Sai Gon dén Chg Lon
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va tir Cho Lon dén Sai Gon va chi dé bdc dd cac san pham noi trén 1én tau bién” (Les Annales
Colonials, 17/1/1924, tr. 2). Trong bai viét “Viéc hién tai, vi sao cdc Nghi vién Qudn hat
Annam phai phé bén thao to giao kéo ciia phong Thuwong mdi ta”, tac gia Ren¢ Laurent nhan
manh rang thuong cang Sai Gon 1a khong gian giao thuong mo, noi quyén luu thong hang hoa
can duogc dam bao cho moi thanh phan kinh té. Tac gia chi rd rang: “Su thong hanh trong hai
khau thi ca thay déu tu do...chi riéng c6 mot sy chd chuyén gao, lGa van van, va bép... dang
ché mén qui d6 di khip hoan cau. Vay thi 1au nay ai choan phan chd chuyén gao, lua bot, tim
cam néy? ”(René, 30/11/1923, tr. 1). Tur day, bao chi cho réng du an Candelier khong chi anh
hudng truc tiép dén quyén loi ciia tu san ngudi Viét dang dan manh nha hinh thanh, ma con
x4m pham dén loi ich kinh té xr Nam Ky. Chinh vi thé, cac bai trén bao Cong Ludn lién tiép
kéu goi cdc nghi vién nguoi Viét trong Hoi ddng Quan hat Nam Ky str dung quyen phu quyet
dé bao vé quyén loi dan toc. Mot luan diém dang chii y khac 13 sy dan xen gitra yéu 6 kinh té
va tinh than dan toc trong bai viét cia René Laurent. Tac gia nhéc lai nhitng phong trao bai
Hoa tung dién ra vao nam 1919 va cho ring: “Annam can phdi cw dich véi Chét noi truong
kinh t&” (René, 30/11/1923, tr. 1). Khing dinh nay khong chi phan anh tam 1y canh tranh trong
bbi canh thuong truong Nam Ky déu thé ky XX ma con cho théy xu hudng dan toc hoa trong
kinh té. Trong b6i canh chinh quyen thyc dén Phap han ché quyén ty chu vé chinh tri, thi viéc
bao vé quyén loi kinh té, gitr ldy khong gian sinh ton cta tu san nguoi Viét duoc xem 1a mot
mit tran d4u tranh quan trong.

3.3. Dién ngon c6 vii nguoi Viét tham gia tranh thwong va hwéng din sin xuit,
kinh doanh

Thir nhat, tuyén truyén tinh than tranh thuong va doan két dan toc trong kinh doanh

Céc bai viét trén bao Cong Luan thé hién rd 1ap truong co vii nguoi Viét nang cao y
thire kinh té, xem d6 nhu mot phuong tién thiét thuc dé tu cudng va ctru nude. Cac bai viét
thudng mé dau bang viéc néu ra nhitng han ché trong tu duy kinh té cia nguoi Viét duong
thoti nhu tam 1y *“trong néng, e thuong”, chudng 16i hoc 1am quan, xem nhe thuong mai va
thiéu duc tinh tiét kiém. Tac gia Ngd Khiéc Mén thang thin phé phan thuc trang song khong
lo xa, khong chiu tranh d4u dé tién bo: “Pham & doi thi phai theo doi ma &, doi nay 1a doi tién
doi bac, khong tién bac dau thay Tang, thdy Manh ciing co tay; Poi nay 1a doi phai dua tranh,
néu dot nat thi dua tranh sao dang” (Ng6, 11/7/1922, tr. 1). Tac gia T.L ddng quan diém khi
cho rang ngudi Viét van con mang ning tu tudng cii, song hudong thu ma khong y thirc duoc
trach nhiém véi dat nude. Ong nhan dinh: “Quan sat xa hoi xem thong thuong, tu tuong clia
quic dan so v6i bao nhiéu lau vé trudc, sanh voi ciia cac nude gan day: Xiém, Tau, Nhyt Bon
thoi ta con c6 mau Annam thoi ta phai budn rau vo han vay” (T, 18/7/1922, tr. 1). Vi thiéu duc
tinh tiét kiém nén “nudc ta khong phai ngheo, dan ta khong phai khong sung sudng, nhung
tién ctia tich trir 1ay lam it”, va “Hau het ngudi nude ta nhu dn ngay nao lo ngay nay nhu ngoai
sy an sung mac sudng, vg dep, nha tdt thoi khong biét gi la quac gia, 1a xa hoi, 1a dai nghia
ddng bao, 12 bao ton quéc tiy ca” (T, 18/7/1922, tr. 1). Nhitng nhan dinh d6, khong chi phan
anh mot thuc trang xa hoi duong thoi ma con ham chira 161 kéu goi thay d6i nhan thirc: “Ddong
bang ta mubn cho xa hdi tan hoa phai tich trit tién ctia; xin ai ciing ran 1am viéc nhiéu, ma xai
tién it, thé may cho nuoc ta” (T, 18/7/1922, tr. 1).

Song song v&i cac bai viét phé phan tim Iy thu cu’u va 1¢ thudc kinh té, mot s6 bai bao
dé cao phwong chdm “y€u nudc qua con duong lam giau”. Trong bai viét “Hoc buén ban”, tac
gia Ngd Khic Man bay to sy tiéc nudi trude thoi quen coi trong nghé nong va hoc 1am quan,
ddng thoi hoan nghénh tinh than tranh thwong duoc khoi day tir nim 1919 nhu mot tin hiéu
ctia sy thirc tinh tinh than déan toc. Tac gia chi rd: “Xua nay nguoi ta thuong ché dan Nam Ky
rang biét c6 mot sy 1am rudéng va ham c6 mot sy 1am quan ma théi...Ciing vi thiy nhu vy ma
dau 10ng nén trong nam 1919 méi déu cit diu lung ma td chie cudce tranh thuwong rat kich liét”
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(Ngo, 11/7/1922, tr. 1). Téac gia Hira Nhuan An tiép tyc tinh thﬁn d6 khi dé xuat: “Mubn cho
chéng van minh, cho mau tin hod, cho khoi bi dao thai sau nay thi .chung ta phai lo lam giau
moi dugc”, nhung “than 61, ngudi dan khong biét lo lam giau ma thé nao nude giau cho duoc”
(Htra, 29/3/1927, tr. 1). Theo tac gia, giai phap la: “Biét yéu do néi hoa...ta dung dd nodi hoa
nhiéu chirng nao thi Annam ta méi kinh doanh thém dugc...ma néu c6 nhiéu nha budn, nhiéu
xudng cong nghé thi dan Annam ta lai ¢6 nhiéu chd lam a an dé kiém tién” (Hira, 29/3/1927,
tr.1). Boi vi khi nguoi Viét: “Biét yéu do ndi hoa thi dong tién khong lot vao tay ké khac, tirc
nhién ta c6 thé lay lai dwoc may trim, may ngan triéu bac, mdi nim cuia ngudi ngoai-bang cho
vé xtr ho kia ma lam giau vay” (Hua, 29/3/1927, tr.1). Tu tudng nay duogc cu the hoa bang 10
kéu goi dung hang ndi hoa dé giir dong tién trong nudc, 1am nén tang phat trién cong thuong
nghiép ban xu.

Thir hai, phai nang cao nhén thuc vé to chirc kinh té va sttc manh cong dong

Mot sb bai viét chi dan can phai nhan thirc ding hon vé vai tro cia to chirc kinh té va
su lién két, doan két trong kinh doanh. Tac gia Thach Son qua bai “Ta nén mé mat ma coi
nguwoi ta lam” so sanh tin than hiép thuong gitra nguoi Viét voi nguoi Hoa: “Ta thu mo mat
ma dom chimg cudc hanh dong cua ho, moi cai chi déu phat dat...thi ta lai nhan biét cai dcy
clia ta chirng 4y” (Thach, 4/9/1926, tr. 2). Tac gia kéu goi: “Nay héi qudc dan Nam Viét!..
ta chi lam mat bang quang...thi chi cho khoi nguoi s€ ché cudi ta vay d6” (Thach, 4/9/ 1926
tr. 2). Day khong chi la mét sy so sanh ma 1a o1 ty van sau xa vé su cham thay do6i ciia nguoi
Viét trong cudc canh tranh kinh té. Tinh than doan két va long tu ton dan toc dugc nhan manh
trong bai “Tau do Annam”. Tac gia kéu goi doan két dan toc: “Vi thud nay Annam phﬁn nhiéu
it hay cham nom qua nghé thuwong mai.. Néu dong biao dem long thuong nhon tdc, mén qué
huong, méi thanh tyu duge” (N guyen & T, 10/10/1924, tr. 2). Cac tac gia dé cao sy can thiét
phai thanh 1ap t6 chirc kinh té dé phat trién san xuét, kinh doanh cho nguoi Viét. Trong bai
“Muén cho mede giau dan manh phai canh tranh dwong thue nghiép”, tac gia Hoang Vian Hué
néu: “Tir khi phong trai tiy chay khach-tra ndi 1én dén nay, dong bio ta tinh day, méi chen lan
vao dudng thuong-mai...nhung do6 1a phén it va phan ngon ma théi, con phan nhiéu phan gbc
thi vé tay Khach tra hét” (Hoang, 30/3/ 1927, tr. 1). Tac gia dan ching: “Lua gao la mot nim
sita cua dong bao...Khach tri dinh gid méc ré thi quyén ty do cta ho, ma mic ré gi ta ciing
phai ban cho ho, chd biét ban cho ai bay gid?” (Hoang, 30/3/1927, tr. 1). Qua do, kéu goi:
“Pdng bao ta may nha tu bdn hin hiép lai...1ap ra nha may xay lua, tiém cua 1o gach, va hang
trit @6 tho san...thi méi loi luan chuyén trong nude ta, thi dan ta trd nén giau, nudc ta tré nén
manh” (Hoang, 30/3/1927, tr. 1).

Thir ba, hudéng dan thyc hanh san xuét, kinh doanh va cai cach nong nghiép

Khong chi dimg lai & khéu hiéu cb vil, cac bai bao con cung cap cac chi dan thlet thuc
vé cai cach san xuit va nang cao kha ning tranh thuong cho nguoi Viét. Trong bai viét “Lo
cho nudc giau, dan khon”, tac gia nhén manh rang bat ky nganh nghé no, tir cong nghi€p den
thuong nghiép déu co thé gop phan 1am giau cho qudc gia néu nguoi dan blet ‘hudng tam vé
loi ich cong ddng: “Nguoi dau 1am nghé gi hang gi ciing c¢6 tu tudng cao vé quic gia, cling co
chu y gitip mot phan cho nudc giau dan khon...ngudi cong nghlep ky nghiép thoi tri tinh ché
tao gi cho tinh xd0...nguoi budén ban thoi luu tam sao cho giup dugc néng san nudc minh ban
dugc nhiéu” (C, 13/6/1922, tr. 1). Pay 1a 161 kéu goi ngudi Viét tir bé tu tudng “trong ndng,
trc thuong” khong con phul hop, thay vao do6 1a chap nhan va tiép thu tri thirc tién bo dé tham
gia vao hoat dong san xuat, kinh doanh. Dé thanh cong trong hoat dong tranh thuong, nhidu
bai viét nhan manh vai trd cua cac td chirc hoi doan. Pay 1a quan diém thé hién budc tién 16n
trong tu duy: chuyén tir “lam giau c4 nhan” sang “lam giau vi nuge”. Dé cap dén nong nghiép
—hoat dong kinh té chu dao ctia nguoi Viét luc biy gid, qua bai “Gia Pinh Nong nghiép twong
té hoi”, tac gia Ngd Khic Man nhin manh: “Chung t6i xin chu qui 6ng vao hdi véi ching
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t6i...dang co thé nwong niéu nhau ma lam cho néng nghiép trong tinh cang thém mé mang,
thanh vuong” (Ngo, 9/1/1923, tr. 1). Cac tac gia khac nhu T6 Van va Nguon Tién ciing néu rd
nhitng yéu kém trong nén nong nghiép Nam Ky, tir ki thuat lac hau dén sy phu thudc vao
thwong nhén trung gian (tu san nguoi Hoa). Trong bai “Nong gia doan the hoi”, tac gia To
Vian nhan manh viéc 1ap hoi 1a cach duy nhat dé nong dan ngudi Viét tu quyét tir khéu t6 chirc
san xuat dén gia ca nong pham: “Néu nha nong al cung déu vao hoi ay thi cai thé lyc méi manh
mé&, méi chdng cy voi Khach lam trung gian n6i” (Td, 12/1/1923, tr. 1). Tac gia Nguon Tién
phan tich théi quen canh tac lac hau va 16i 1am viéc hoi hot 1a “cai binh cua dong bao ta”, tir
d6 kéu goi cai cach dé thoat khéi canh tri tré: “Pa sanh nhdm doi canh tranh ma chu ton ¢
thi vay hoai, thi néi gidng ta nwrong niéu ai ma mé mang, nho cdy ai ma nudi séng” (Nguon,
4/7/1922, tr. 1).

Thir tir, néu cao tu tuong “Lam giau d€ ctiru nude, da dang hoa kinh te”

Tu tuong cha dao xuyén sudt ctia cc bai viét 1a 101 canh bao: “Phai biét rang thoi doi
nay 1a thoi doi canh tranh, thé lyc gid 13 thé luc kiém tién...ta h4 khoang tay ngéd nguoi dé
chiém doat loi quyén ta sao?” (Vin, 22/4/1927, tr. 1). Thuc trang kinh t& Nam Ky duoc tic gia
Vin Cong md ta rat cu thé: “Trir ra cai nong nghiép vé laa gao, it nghe noi ai di buén ma lam
giau, hodc 1ap xudng cong nghé gi cho 16n ma ra phit ho” (Van 22/4/1927, tr. 1). Khang dinh
v€ vai tr0 ctia cong thuong nghiép, tac gia Ngd Khic Mén néu: “Budi ndy cac nudc trong hoan
ciu nude nao ciling deu lo m6 mang duong cong thuong ngo déng tranh canh loi quyén ma
lam cho viing vang nén tai chanh” (Ngo, 4/7/1 922, tr. 1). Quan diém nay, khuyén khich nguoi
Viét khong nén chi dya vao nong nghiép ma can phat trién ca cong nghiép va thuong nghiép
dé tao ra mot nén kinh té da dang va tu chu.

3.4. Mot vai nhan xét chung

Thir nhdt, nhitng ndi dung duoc phan anh trén bao Cong Luan thap nién 20 thé ky XX
cho thiy sy hién dién rd nét ciia mot dong dién ngén cd vil tranh thwong. Noi dung chinh yéu
1a thiic ddy ¥ thirc kinh té dan toc trong bdi canh ngudi Viét d6i mat véi chinh sach cai tri cua
thuc dan Phap va sy canh tranh vé kinh té cua tu san nude ngoai ¢ Viét Nam.

Thir hai, cac dién ngon trén bao Cong Ludn mang tinh chit canh tinh va kéu goi ngudi
Viét phai hanh dong. Cu thé, nhiéu tac gia cac bai viét vira 1én tiéng phé phan cac thoi quen
tiéu dung, nép nghi lac hau, vira tich cuc dinh huéng con duong ty cudng théng qua cai cach
nhén thtrc va thuc hanh san xuét, kinh doanh cho nguoi Viét.

Thit ba, bao Cong Luan khong don thuan chi 1a mot kénh truyén tai tin tirc, ma di vuron
1én déng vai tro ciia mot “trudng hoc xa hoi”, noi gido duc ngudi Viét vé tim quan trong cia
lam giau, cia t6 chirc, cua tinh thin déan toc trong hoat dong tranh thwong. Cac tac gia nhu
Ng6 Khic Man, Thach Son, Hira Nhuan An...gop phan dinh hinh mét thé gidi quan méi: noi
yéu nudc khong chi qua khau hiéu chinh tri ma con qua hanh vi tiéu ding hang ndi hoa, phat
trién kinh té, tich trir va tiét kiém vi twong lai dt nuéc. D6 chinh 1a can phai huy sirc manh
qudc gia, sirc manh dén toc dé giai phong dat nude thoat khoi ngoai xam.

Thir tu, phﬁn 16n cac bai viét trén bao van mang tinh chat kéu goi va khuyén du, chua
c6 diéu kién dé phan anh rd thyc tién kinh té cu thé. Tuy nhién, chinh tir dong dién ngon nay
g6p phan nudi dudng mot thé hé thi dan va tiéu tu san véi tinh than thyc nghiép — von s& tro
thanh luc lugng quan trong trong cac phong trao dan toc dan chu vé sau. Noi dung trén béo
Cong Luan khong chi c6 gid tri thong tin ma con 1a bang ching vé sy chuyén dong am thim
nhung bén bi ciia mot y thirc dén toc hién dai dang hinh thanh trong long xa hoi thudc dia.
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4. Két luan

Chuyén bién vé y thirc hé dau thé ky XX ¢ Viét Nam 1a mot qua trinh day khé khan va
phure tap, boi xa hoi luc béy gio vira ching kién sy suy tan cua tu tuong Nho gido chinh thdng,
vira mdi bat dau tlep cén v6i nhimg tu tudng dén chu tu san con rat phoi thai. Trong khoang
trong y thirc hé 4y, yéu cau cip thiét dat ra 1a phai tim dugc mot dinh hudng moéi cho sy giai
phong dan tdc, trong d6 ¢6 viéc thay doi quan niém truyén thong vé kinh té va dé cao tinh than
tranh thwong. Trén pham vi ca nudéc, nhiéu phong trao canh tan kinh té, vin hoa, gido duc do
cac si phu, tri thirc Tay hoc va tang 16p tu san Viét phat dong da ra doi. Trong hoan canh bi d6
ho, viée phat trién kinh té dan toc duge xem nhu mot phuong thire thiét thuc dé ting cuong
ndi luc quoc gia, nhu 161 khang dinh: “Su dai thuong 1a d¢ nhut cach gitip cho dan phu quoc
cuong”. Nha duy tan Lwong Vin Can ciing ting chi ra tiém ning to 16n ctia hoat dong thuong
mai trong thoi dai moi: “Bay gio phong khi md rong, hoan cau di lai nhu mot nha, duong bo
thi c6 hoa xa, duong thiy thi c6 hoa thuyén, khong trung thi cé tau bay, lai thém dién bao dé
thong thu tin, dién thoai dé thong am ngit, tin tic d3 mau, van tai rat tién, ngudi ma thong
budn ban thi lam giau rat tién” (Lwong, 1928, Tya). Trong dong chay tu tudng d6, bao Cong
Luan ciing v6i mot s6 to bao khac & Nam Ky nhitng thap nién dau thé ky XX dong vai tro
quan trong trong viéc truyén bé tinh thin tranh thuong va ¢ vii ngudi Viét tham gia phat trién
kinh té dan toc. Du pham vi anh huéng con han ché, nhung bao Cong Luan gdp phan tao dung
nén tang tu twong cho phong trao dan toc dan chi sau nay.

Ghi chii: Tac gi trich dan mot sé tur liéu tir sach bao dwong thoi nén giir dang nguyén
van vi thé c6 nhieu cho khac biét vé chinh t4, tir vung so v6i tieng Viét hién nay.

Lo1 cam on: Nghién ciu nay duwoc hé tro boi dé tai khoa hoc va céng nghé Truong Pai
hoc Pong Thap, ma so SPD2024.01.11.
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