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HOI DPUA BO BAY NUI CUA NGUOI KHMER O AN GIANG:
TRUYEN THONG VA BIEN DOI

e Lam Thij Mai Swong Tu®
Tém tit

Hi dua bo la mét trong nhitng nét van héa dic sdc cia nguwoi Khmer An Giang dwoc hinh thanh

do nhitng dic trung vé dia 1y tw nhién két hop véi ddc trung van héa ban dia. Qua thoi gian, Héi dua
bo dan chiém vi tri quan trong trong doi séng tinh than cia ngwoi Khmer. Da cé nhiéu tdc gia nghién
cieu vé lich sir hinh thanh ciia Hoi dua bo ciing nhw vai tro cia Hpi trong doi song ciia ngwoi Khmer;
tuy nhién di sdu vao phdn tich sw bién doi gitka truyén thong va hién dai thi hau nhw chwa c6. Bai viét
lam ré nguon goc ciia Hoi dua bo bat nguon tir tro choi ddn gian c6 lién quan dén truyén thong canh
tac hia nwée cia nguoi Khmer véi hai hinh thirc dua phé bién la dua trén dwong va dua trén ruéng.
Qua hoat déng dua bo, nguoi Khmer co dip vui choi, hoi hop cung chia sé kinh nghiém nuéi bo, thuan
dwdng va hudn luyén bo, diy cing la y nghia ciia Hoi dua bo trong doi song tinh than cia ngum Khmer
0 An Giang. Cung véi sw phat trién ciia xd héi, Hoi dua bo ciia ngu’oz | Khmer dad co nerng bién doi trong
nhwng nam gan day. thng bién doz nay da phan nao anh hwo‘ng dén cdc gid tri truyen thong cua Hoi,
dong thoz cling tac dong dén doi song tinh than ciia cong dong. Trong glOl han bai viét, nguwoi viét dua
ra mot s6 nhdn dinh vé sy bién doi cia Hgi hién nay so véi truyén thong trén phuong dién tich cuwc va

tiéu ciee, tir d6 gbp phan dinh hwéng bado ton va phat huy cdc gid tri ciia Hoi.
Tur khoa: Pua bo, lé hoi, Khmer, Bay Nui, An Giang.

1. Pit vin dé

Hién nay, H)i dua bo Bay Nui tré thanh mot
hoat dong khong chi danh riéng cho ngudi Khmer,
ma con lan rong sang cac dan toc khac, dong thoi
cling thu hat mot luong 16m khach du lich dén tim
hiéu. Tuy nhién, ciing véi su phat trién cta xa hoi,
Hbi dua bo Bay Nui ciing di c6 nhiéu bién ddi ca
vé huéng tich cuc 1an tiéu cuc. Do d6, xem xét
su bién doi cia Hoi 1a viéce can thiét dé tiép nhan
nhimng thay ddi tich cuc va loai bo nhitng yéu t6
tiéu cuc, gop phan duy tri truyén thong van hoa tbt
dep cua nguoi Khmer.

2. Ngudn gbc Hoi dua bo Bay Nui

Theo Nguoi Viét goc Mién, ngudi Khmer c6
mat & Nam B6 vao thé ky thir VII sau bién ¢6 lich
sir ctia nude Chan Lap va dén thé ky tha VIII thi
¢6 su phan chia Luc Chan Lap (thudc Cao Mién),
Thity Chéan Lap (thudc mién Nam Viét Nam). Khi
dén vung dat Nam b, ngudi Khmer van duy tri tap
quan canh tac néng nghiép, von 1a kiéu canh tac
ctia cu dan ving Dong Nam A. Nguoi Khmer An
Giang song rai rac & mot s6 huyén cia tinh, nhung
tap trung dong nhat tai hai huyén mién ndii Tri Tén
va Tinh Bién (ving Bay Nui). Pic diém dia hinh

® Truong Pai hoc An Giang.

ctia ving Bay Nui khong giéng nhu dit doi cao ¢
cac dia phuong khac, day 1a ving dét cat pha, ruong
trén (rudng trén con goi 1a rudng trén nii, dé phan
biét voi rudng dudi 1 rudng thap hon, & dong bang)
trai dai dudi chan nui, duwoc bao boc boi hé théng
ddi ntii xung quanh, rudng dudi 13 dong bang trai
dai nhung ciing it chiu anh hudng bdi it hang nam.
Do dia hinh dong bang xen 13n nui, nén qua trinh
canh tic néng nghiép cta nguoi Khmer can co sy
trg gitp cua dong vat lam suc kéo. Bén canh do,
do trinh dd san xudt con chua cao, viée canh tac
ruéng ray chi yéu ding sirc ngudi két hop véi cac
dung cu thi cong nhu cudc, leng nén ngudi Khmer
tir 1au doi ciing c6 tAp quan “van d6i cong” giup
dd nhau dé cong viéc hoan thanh sém hon. Theo
d6, nhitng nguoi nong dan tap trung cac doi bo dé
kéo xe cho rom, ra hay xac mia hodc cay, btra trén
rudng cho nhau, ¢t 1an lugt nhu vay tir nha nay
dén nha khac. Sau nhitng gio lao dong vit va, cac
chu bo ¢6 co hoi ngéi lai n6i chuyén véi nhau va
da ra 10i thach ddu dé xem d6i bo ctia ai khoe hon.
Chinh nhiing diéu kién song ké trén da hinh thanh
nén Hoi dua bo cho dén ngay nay.

Hoi dua bo ¢6 hai hinh thirc dua bo 13 dua bang
xe bo trén dudng 16 va dua bang bira & dudi ruong.
Trong d6, loai hinh dua bang xe bo trén duong 16
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ra doi trudce, loai hinh dua b@fmg bura dudi ruong
xuat hién sau. Xe bo dung dé dua 1a loai xe dung
dé van chuyén ngudi, hang hoa duoc ngudi Khmer
g0i 12 A-tisth-loon. Hai banh xe dugc 1am bang gd
rt chic, xe cling dugc trang tri cac loai hoa van
bat mat. Puong dua dbi v6i xe bo 1a dudng 16 giao
thong hodc duong dai trong phum khoang tir hai
ngan mét dén ba ngan mét. S6 lugng d6i bo tham
gia ciing han ché chi khoang tir 6 dén 8 d6i bo. Do
ddc diém duong 16 & mién nai kha nho hep va co
nhiéu nha ven dudng nén dua bo xe kha nguy hiém,
c6 thé gay thiét hai cho ca ngudi dua va ngudi xem.
Chinh vi vdy ma hién nay hinh thirc dua xe bo da
khong con ton tai.

Hinh thirc dua bo dudi rudng véi bira van con
duogc duy tri cho dén ngay nay. Theo 10i ké cta Su
Ca C.S.H. thi ngay xua, mdi chiia trong phum déu
¢6 dat do tin d6 dang cho chuia, cir dén mua vu thi
ngudi dan trong phum s& dén canh tac phan dat
clia chiia sau khi di lam xong phan dat cua nha
minh. Cac ho gia dinh sé dugc tap hop lai theo su
sap xép va ban bac thong nhat giira cac vi Achar
va Su Ca trong chuia. O mot thoi diém dugc thong
bao trudc, moi ngudi trong phum tap hop tai chua
va lam vi¢c theo su phan cong cuia Su Ca va Achar.
Ho c6 nhiéu nhom, lam céc cong viéc nhu nhd ma,
ganh ma, niu nudng, cay, bira. Ho gia dinh nio ¢
nudi bo s& chon ra nhitng doi bo to, khoe dé dem
dén chuia nham gitip d& chua cay, bira dat rudng;
sau khi xong viéc s& tham gia thi ddu voi cac doi
bo khac. Luc trd choi méi hinh thanh, thé thirc va
qui dinh do cac vi Su Ca dua ra va kha don gian.
S6 lugng bo ciing chi giGi han trong mét phum nén
trod choi dién ra nhanh, dap ing dugc nhu cau giai
tri cia nguoi dan sau nhitng ngay lam viéc vt va.
Phan thuong cho doi bo théng cudc 12 mot chiée
luc lac (ca tha) duogc cham khic dep hodc day vam
hoic cai d6 deo miii bo do Su Ca trao giai. Tuy giai
thuong khong c6 gia tri vé vat chat, nhung vé mat
tinh than thi d6 1a niém vinh du cta cha doi bo,
khéng dinh duoc kinh nghiém cham soc va huén
luyén bo ctia ho. C6 thé thay, luc nguyén thity cia
tro choi, toan b qua trinh tham gia dua va nhan
giai déu mang tinh chét giai tri, khong xem trong
chuyén thang thua. Moi nguoi tham gia du thang
hay thua déu vui vé ra vé, hen nhau mua sau lai
thi déu tiép.
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Tur pham vi m¢t phum, nguoi choi da cé nhu
cau m& rong pham vi thi diu qua cac phum khac.
Viéc mo rong quy mé 1a do ngudi chi bd mudn dem
do61 bo cua minh thi tai véi nhitng doi bo khac, nhu
vay, gia tri cia d61 bo va sy huén luyén ctia chu bo
s& dugc noi tiéng hon trong cong dong. Nhan thay
can nang cao nhu cau giai tri cta tin do, cac Su Ca
da théng nhat chon ngay dua bo mé rong cho céac
phum dung vao dip Lé Dolta. Theo Su Ca C.SK,
chon ngay L& Dolta dé t6 chirc Hoi dua bo 1 vi hai
ly do: thtr nhat, L& Dolta 14 dip dong bao Khmer
tu hop vé noi & clia minh dé thyc hién cac nghi 18
cing ong ba qua c¢b nén viéc kéu goi tham gia thi
dau trong Hoi dua bo s& thuan loi hon; thi hai, L&
Dolta dién ra vao thoi gian chuén bi cho vu mua
moéi nén ngudi thi ddu duoc nghi ngoi va cé thoi
gian huan luyén bo dé tham gia thi d4u.

Nhu vay, tor muyc dich giai tri trong pham vi
nho, Hoi dua bo da phat trién thanh quy mé 16n
va dugc to chirc chinh thic tring véi thoi diém
Lé Dolta.

3. Y nghia Hji dua bo trong doi séng ciia
nguoi Khmer An Giang

Truée hét, Hoi dua bo 1a dip dé cong déng
tu hop vui choi sau nhitng ngay cay, bira vit va
dé chuan bi cho mua vy méi. Ngudi tham gia dua
bo 1én ké hoach cham séc, huin luyén doi bo cua
minh that tot. Khi dem ra tranh tai, d6i bo nao gianh
chién thang s& 14 niém tu hao cta cha bo va ciing
12 niém hanh phuc cia ca gia dinh. Nguoi di xem
luén hao himg, nhiét tinh du ding duéi troi nang
gat hay troi mua dé cung ddi theo xem ddi bo nao
s€ gianh chirc vo dich. Gia dinh nao c¢6 d6i bo tham
gia thi dau thi ca gia dinh, dong ho di theo cd vil.
Khi phong van mot s6 nguoi Khmer, hau hét déu
cho rang “vui 1am, hoi hop 1Am” va “mudn dugce di
coi dua bo hoai”. Nguoi tham gia dua cung nguoi di
xem dua bo tao nén mot khong khi nhon nhip, phan
khoi lam cho Hi dua bo trd thanh ngay héi cua ca
cong dong. Hoi con 1a dip dé ngudi dan cac phum,
soc gap g0, giao luu véi nhau, gop phan day manh
tinh than doan két trong cong dong ngudi Khmer.
Hoi ngay cang thu hiit sy quan tim ciia dong bao
cac dan toc khac nhu nguoi Viét, nguoi Hoa, tur d6
tao ra sy tiép xtc va trao d6i nhitng gia tri van hoa
dic sic giita cac dan toc trong ving.

Nguoi Khmer c6 truyén théng canh tac lta
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nudce va chan nuoi bo dung lam strc kéo trong san
xuit nong nghiép nén viéc danh gia ky thuat nudi
va huan luyén bo cua nguoi nuoi dac biét dugc coi
trong. Hoi dua bo khoi ngudn tir sy thach déu trong
luc nghi ngoi cia nhitng nguoi nong dan Khmer
nham ching to kha nang nudi dudng va thuan phuc
bo ctia ho. P6i bd ndo gianh chién thing 14 niém
hanh dién cho cha bo va cho ca phum. Néu d6i bo
nao chua gianh dugc chién thing thi cha bo s& dem
bo vé cham soc va hudn luyén k¥ thuat dé nam sau
tiép tuc tham gia thi d4u. Sau mdi 1an thua cudc,
nguoinudi bo lai rut ra nhitng kinh nghiém qui bau
dé c6 thé cai thién cho doi bo cua minh tot hon vé
thé luc cling nhu ky thuat thi du. Tinh than thi diu
va mong mudn gianh chién thing c6 tac dung kich
thich nguoi tham gia dua bo nang cao tay nghé chin
nudi ciia minh, tir d6 thuc day sy phan déu trong lao
d6ng. Khi chién thing trong nhitng cudc dua, cac
d6i bo cling churng to6 ching la nhitng cong cu san
xudt tot, hd tro dic luc cho nguoi néng dan. Didu
nay khuyén khich ngudi nong dan day manh nghé
chin nudi bo, gop phan da dang hoé trong nganh
néng nghiép, cai thién doi séng ddng bao Khmer.

Thong qua Hoi dua bo, nguoi Khmer ciing
mudn khing dinh vai trd ciia Phat gido Nam Tong
trong doi sdng ctia dong bao. Didu nay thé hién qua
su tham gia cia ngo6i chua va Su Ca trong qua trinh
hinh thanh va phat trién Hoi dua bo. Nguyén thiy,
Hoi dua bo dugc t6 chire & ph?m rudng cua chua va
nguoi dung ra phan thang thua cho cac d6i bo chinh
1a Su Ca. Sau nay, khi Nha nuéc t6 chirc dua bo,
du Su Ca khong con gitr vai tro trong tai thi truong
dua van la ruong cua chua hoic g'?m chua, va trong
ngay dién ra hoi thi thi Su Ca van dugc moi dén
ngoi & vi tri trang trong trén khu vuc dai biéu. Khi
Hoi dua bo dugc to chirc trung voi L& Dolta thi tinh
chat thiéng liéng, trang trong cia hoi con nang cao
do Lé& Dolta 1a mot trong nhiing 1& 16n ctia ngudi
Khmer gin voi Phat gido Nam Toéng. Nguoi Khmer
¢6 niém tin vao ton gido rat manh nén du 1a mot
hoat dong vui ch(n nhung qua Hoi dua bo, nguoi
Khmer van goi gim udc vong vao mot miia mang
boi thu, mot mua vu thuan lgi. Sy ¢6 mat ciia Phat
gido trong doi séng tinh than ciing nhu trong Hoi
dua bo ctia nguoi Khmer glup cho h01 dua bo duy
tri dugc nhu:ng gla tri truyen thong tot dep nhu ¢b
két cong dong, phan ddu vuon 1én trong lao dong

hon 1a nham t6i tinh hon thua vé vat chat.

4. Cac hoat dong chinh trong H¢i dua bo
Bay Niii truyén thong

Trude nam 1989, Hoi dua bo duge td chire
theo hinh thirc thi tai dan gian, do cac chu bo tu
thach dau v6i nhau hodc do Su Ca ding ra t6 chc.
Khi d6, cong viéc chuén bi kha don gian vi sb luong
cac doi bo chi gioi han trong mot phum. Su Ca la
nguoi dung ra kéu goi moi nguoi tap trung cac doi
bo dé cay, bira cho dat rudng cua chua. Sau khi
cong viéc cua chua két thuc 13 lac cac chi bo thi
tai dé tim ra ngudi c6 d6i bo khoe manh nhat. Cac
chii bo tu chon ddi véi nhau dé thi dau, doi chay
trude va doi chay sau, tudn tu nhu vay cho dén hét
cac d6i bo. Luat 1¢ thi ddu cha yéu do cac chi bo
thoa thuan voi nhau. Cac vong thi ddu gém co:
vong ho (mot hodc hai vong) va vong tha. Trong
lac chay vong ho s& khong tinh pham 15i néu doi
bo chay ra khoi duong gidi han hodc chay 1é€n bo
rudng, cac doi bo van tiép tuc cudc dua néu nguoi
diéu khién bo c6 thé diéu khién cho bo tré lai ding
duong dua. Két thic vong ho s& 1a vong tha, trong
vong nay cac doi bo s& phan dinh thing thua bang
cach ddi bo phia sau chay 1én ngang bang hoic
vuot qua doi bo phia trudce thi sé gianh chién thang.
Thoi gian dién ra cudc dua cé thé trong mot budi
sang vi s6 lugng cac d6i bo thi ddu chi gidi han
trong mot phum. D4i v6i hinh thire dua bo so khai
thi vai tro ctia ban to chirc khong duoc thé hién rd
vi cugc dua nhu mot tro choi dan gian ma nguoi
choi ciing chinh 13 ngudi t6 chire. Vi 1a cudc tranh
tai nén viéc phat sinh mau thuan trong qua trinh
thi d4u 13 diéu tat yéu nhung Hoi dua bo ngay xua
khong co trong tai chinh hay trong tai duong bién
nhu hién nay, moi véan d@é tranh ci trong cudc dua
do Su Cé dtng ra phan xu. Theo 6ng C.C thi nho
vao sy phan xtr ciia Su Ca ma hau nhu khong co
tranh cai trong Hoi dua bo ngay xua, néu co thi
ciing khong dang ké [10, tr. 80].

5. Nhirng bién dm cua Hoi dua bo hién nay

Qua nhiéu nim t6 chirc, Hoi dua bo hién nay
d3 ¢ nhitng thay ddi vé& hinh thirc t6 chirc, thanh
phan thi ddu va gia tri giai thuong. Nhitng bién
d6i nay nhin chung thé hién trén phuong dién tich
cuc lan tiéu cuc

V& mat tich cuc, Hoi dua bo thu hit duoc luc
luong dong dao ngudi tham gia thi ddu va ngudi co
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vil. Tirnam 1989 tro vé trude, ngudi thi déu cha yéu
tap trung trong phum, soc vai sd luong doi tham gia
tir 5-6 d61 bo. Bén nam 1989, Hoi dua bo m& rong
qui mo cho ca hai huyén Tri Ton va Tinh Bién véi
s6 lwong doi thi ddu tir 15-20 d6i. Tirnam 1992 dén
nay, ngudi thi ddu khong chi 1a nguoi Khmer & hai
huyén trén ma con c6 sy tham du cia nguoi Kinh,
nguoi Khmer ¢ cac tinh lan can nhu Kién Giang,
Soc Trang, Tra Vinh, nguoi Campuchia ¢ tinh Ta
Keo. Sy mo rong doi tugng thi dau phén nao cho
thdy sy hap dan ctia Hoi d4 thu hit duoc déng dao
cac dan toc khac dén tham gia tranh tai. Cac doi
dén tir cac dia ban khac nhau khong chi gop phan
da dang doi tugong thi d4u, ma con dem dén nhiéu
kinh nghiém, k¥ ning nuéi dudng va huan luyén
bo. Thong qua Hoi dua bo, ho ¢ thé hoc hoi, tim
ra nhitng cach thtrc gianh chién thang ddi phuong
cho nhing giai dau tiép theo. Bén canh ngudi thi,
Hoi dua bo hién nay dugc sy quan tam ctua dong
dao ngudi dan. Pén gan ngay Hoi dua bo, trén céac
phuong tién thong tin nhu bao, dai, truyén hinh,
mang xi hoi déu quang ba hinh anh va thoi gian
t6 chtrc hoi thi dé moi nguoi co thé dén xem. Vao
ngay chinh dién ra Hoi, s6 lugng ngudi co vii gan
10.000 nguoi theo thdng ké khong chinh thirc tir
ban t6 chirc. Diéu nay cho thiy Hoi d sirc thu hut
dic biét dbi voi nguoi xem, HOi gﬁn nhu tré thanh
mot hinh thirc thi dau thé thao chir khong phai la
mot trd choi. Nhiéu khan gia dén xem da bay to
su phan khich, hoi hop khi cac d6i bo tranh gianh
nhau cac cy ly cudi cing. Cac nhiép anh gia ciing
1a thanh phan chiém sé dong trong khan gia, ho
dén tir rat sém va tim vi tri thich hop dé c6 thé bat
kip cac khoang khic birc phé ciia cac doi thi. Co
thé thay, tir mot tro choi dan gian ciia cong dong
Khmer, Hoi dua bo da duoc phé bién rong rai dén
céc cong dong déan toc khac cing tham gia, gop
phan mé rong giao luu vin hoa va that chit tinh
doan két giit cac déan toc.

V& mit tiéu cuc, dé tao kinh phi cho vi¢c td
chirc va nang cao gié tri giai thuong, ban t6 chirc
van dong tai trg tr cac doanh nghi¢p trong va ngoai
tinh. Cuing v&i sy ung ho vé kinh phi, khong gian
ctia Hoi dua bo ciing c6 nhiéu thay dbi do san thi
dau duoc trang tri boi nhimg tAm biang ron ciia cac
nha tai trg, hai bén bo rudng tap trung cac may quay
phim, may chup hinh ciia bio va dai truyén hinh,
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trén loa lién tuc phat di thong tin sb tién ciia nha
tai trg. Bén canh do, nhiing nguoi tham gia hoi thi
cling dugc tang qua luu niém tr nha tai trg nhu ao
thun, nudc udng, non...dé sir dung trong cudc dua.
Nhiing hoat dong cuia cac nha tai tr¢g da lam cho
héi thi, v6 hinh trung phuc vu cho muc dich quang
cdoma quen mat di su can thiét ton tai cua cac ycu
t6 truyén thong trong mot hoi 1& dan gian. Ngoai
nhitng bién ddi dugc tao ra tir cic nha tai tro, viée
ban vé vao cong ciing nén duoc xem xét lai “nén
hay khong nén” vi Hoi dua bo vbn 1a hoat dong vui
choi gin vé6i L& Dolta ctia ngudi Khmer, khong
phai 12 mot cudc thi ddu thé thao nham tranh giai.
Thuec té thi tir khi 4p dung viéc ban vé dé vao xem
hoi thi s6 luong ngudi Khmer dén xem hoi ciing co
phan giam di tao ra nhing mat mat vé mit tam 1y.

Nhiing tiéu cuc khac ma sy bién dbi tir Hoi
dua bo dan dén co thé ké la: gian lan, ca do, mat an
ninh trét tu,... T khi Hoi dugce t6 chirc voi quy md
16n, gia tri giai thuong tang dan qua cac nam da cd
su thu hut nhat dinh d6i véi nguoi choi. Hai nam
2012, 2013, véi sy quang ba va van dong tai trg
ctia Ban t6 chtrc nén gia tri giai thuong cao hon so
v&i nhitng nam trudc, cu thé, giai nhét 13 tién mat
30 triéu cung v&i hién vat 1a mot chiéc xe gin may,
cup, co. Cung voi su tang 1én vé gia tri g1a1 thuong
1a cac cudc tranh chép ciing ting 1én vé s6 hmng
va mirc do giira cac cha bo. Khi gia tri kinh té tang
dan dén Viéc gdy anh huéng déntamly ngu‘oi choi,
ai cting mudn gianh lay giai thuong cao nhit nén
ra sttc bao vé cho quyén loi ctia minh, ké ca viéc
gian 1an. Hoi dua bo con thu hut nhitng thanh phan
co hoi, loi dung hoi thi dé thyuc hién nhitng hanh
vi trai phép luat, ca d6 trong Hoi dua bo 1a mét vi
du. Ngay xua khi Hoi dua bo con chua phat trién
va it nguoi biét dén, ngudi Khmer khi di xem hoi
thuong thach voi nhau xem do6i bo nao s€ gianh giai
thuong cao nhét va sy thach dau duoc giai quyét
bang mot gbi thude, mot ly ca phé hodc mot vai ly
ruou. Ngay nay, khi hoi phat trién thi cac cudc ca
cugc mang tinh gidi tri gitra nhiing nguoi Khmer
chuyén sang mot bita dn nhau hodc vai thung bia
dé ngéi cung nhau tro chuyén, ban bac vé hoi thi
da qua. Hinh thirc ¢4 do vdi s6 tién 16n, mang tinh
chét co bac bit dau xuét hién khi c6 sy tham gia
ctia nhiéu thanh phan dén tir khap noi. Tuy nhién,
hién tuong ca cugc béng tién chi xuat hién & mot bod
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phan nhoé ngudi Kinh hodc ngudi Hoa va duoc t6
chure véi quy mo nho 1€. Ngoai ra, cac t¢ nan moc
tai, giat 6 co xu hudng gia ting trong nhitng nim
gan day khi Hoi thu hut nhidu khan gia voi da cac
thanh phan khip noi kéo vé& xem. Tinh trang mat
trat tw an ninh x4y ra tuy chua nghiém trong nhung
can dugc quan tAm loai bo dé dam bao khong gian
vui choi lanh manh cho ngay Hoi.

6. Két luan

Hoi dua bo xut hién tir 1au doi véi hinh thirc
don gian la mot tro choi dan gian nhung sau khi
duoc sy quan tAm ciia chinh quyén dia phuong, Hoi
dua bo da tré thanh cudc thi c6 quy mo 1om. Qua 22
14n duoc td chirc, Hoi dua bo di c6 mot s6 thay ddi
vé cach thirc t6 chirc ciing nhu hinh thirc thi d4u.

Mic di ¢6 nhiing thay d6i trong qué trinh phat

trién, Hoi dua bo da dan kh'fmg dinh vi tri trong doi
song tinh than cua ngudi Khmer ving Bay Nii.
Hoi khong chi 1a mot hinh thire vui choi giai tri ma
con 1 noi thé hién sy tai hoa, khéo 1éo cua nguoi
néng dan trong viéc chon bo, nudi va thuin dudng
bo ciing nhu k¥ thuat huin luyén va diéu khién bo
khi thi ddu. Véi nhitng nét ddc dao trén, Hoi dua
bo di tré thanh mot nét van hoa dic sic chi riéng
c6 cua nguoi Khmer viung Bay Nui.

Hién nay, td chirc va hoat dong cua Hoi dua
bo van con nhiu van dé bt cap, c6 nguy co anh
hudong dén cac gia tri van héa truyén théng cia
ngudi Khmer. Bao ton va phat huy cac gi tri vin
hoa ctia nguoi Khmer can c6 sy nghién ctru va xem
xét k¥ tir nhiéu goc d6 dé tranh nguy co ton hai dén
céac gia tri van hoa truyén théng ciia ngudi Khmer./.
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BAY NUI OX RACING FESTIVAL OF KHMER PEOPLE IN AN GIANG:
TRADITION AND CHANGES

Summary

Ox racing is one of the unique cultural characteristics of Khmer people in An Giang, which came into
being from combining local geography and culture. Over time, the festival plays an important role in the
Khmer’s spritual life. Many previous studies have investigated the festival’s history and its part in the Khmer’s
life. However, virtually no work addresses the shift from traditional to modern. This paper is to clarify that
the festival originated from folk game associated with the people’s rice farming. It has two common formats
of road racing and field-racing. Also, the festival provides opportunity for the people to have fun, share
experiences in rearing and cultivating oxes, which signifies the values of the Khmer’s festival in An Giang. In
recent years, this festival has changed together with social developments. The changes have partly impacted
the festival’s traditional values and the people’s spiritual life as well. This paper discusses these changes in
comparison to the traditional ones, both the positive and the negative aspects. Thereby, it proposes methods
preserving and developing the festival’s values.

Keywords: Ox racing, festival, Khmer, Bay Nui, An Giang.
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