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HINH ANH TIEN CHEO CUOI TRONG CA DAO VIET
e Tran Thj Hoang My
Tém tit
Trong nghi thite cudi xin xwa ciia ngwoi Viét, tuc déng “tién cheo” cho lang xa da tré thanh ludt
va dong thoi ciing la théi quen van ho’a Tuy nhien, do nhitng bién thién cua lich su, tuc I¢ ay khong con
nita nhung hmh anh “tién cheo cudi” van la mét biéu twrong dang chu y trong ca dao. Thong qua viéc
khdo sdt mét s6 bai ca dao c6 lién quan dén hinh dnh “tién cheo”, bdi viét gép mét géc nhin vé Ié lang

va nghi thike cuedi xin truyén thong ciia ngwoi Viét da dan bi thoi gian quén ling.
Tur khoa, tién cheo, nghi thirc cuoi truyén thong, ca dao Viét.

1. Pat van dé

Trong cudc doi mdi con ngudi, cudi xin duge
xem la mot trong nhitng chuyén hé trong nhat, con
cai chua “thanh gia ldp thdt” thi trong mit cha me
van la chua trudong thanh. Véi ¥ nghia d6, cudi xin
tr¢ thanh phong tuc va la nghi thuc thiéng liéng
truyén thong dé danh ddu budc ngoit trong cudc
doi mot con ngudi. Nghi thirc dy luu truyén tir doi
nay sang doi khac, tré thanh mot nép vin hoa tinh
than dic trung.

Trai qua bao thing trim cua lich sir, phong
tuc cudi xin dd c¢6 nhidu thay doi, dam cudi ngay
nay da c6 nhiéu budc gian udc so véi nghi thic
truyén thong ban ddu. Nhirng thay d6i 6 biéu hién
13 nhat trong van hoc dan gian - mot loai hinh ngh¢
thuat da ra doi tir rat 1au, gop phan dinh hinh va luu
truyén van hoa Viét.

Dé thdy duogc sy thay doi trong phong tuc
cudi xin va lam rd mdt khia canh van héa mang
tinh chat cong dong lang x4, bai viét s& tién hanh
khéo sat mot s6 bai ca dao c6 xuét hién hinh anh
tién cheo trong vi€c cudi xin clia nguoi Viét xua,
g6p mot goc nhin vé nhitng 1é lang va nghi thirc
truyén thdng di dan bj thoi gian quén lang.

2. Lé lang vé tién cheo cwé6i trong viin hoc
dén gian

2.1. Tién cheo cuwéi trong lang xi xwa

Nguoi Viét ¢o cau: “Phép vua thua I¢ lang”,
nghia 1a mdi lang déu c6 “18” riéng ma tit ca nhimg
ngudi cua lang hodc ngudi vao lang déu phai tun
thi. Nhitng “1¢” ndy truyén tir doi ndy sang doi khac
s€ tré thanh mot nép van hoa dic trung, tao nén
phong tuc truyén théng. Néi nhu Tran Ngoc Thém
trong Tim vé ban sdc van héa Viét Nam: “Phong
tuc 12 nhirng thoi quen in siu vao doi séng xa hoi
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tir 1au doi, duoc dai da s6 moi nguoi thtra nhan va
lam theo” [7, tr. 256]. Hay tac gia Thuc Anh trong
Phong tuc c6 truyén nguwoi Viét ciing dinh nghia:
“Phong tuc 1a 16i séng, thoi quen da hinh thanh né
nép, duoc moi ngudi cong nhan, tuan theo. Phong
tuc co tht trd thanh luat tuc an su bén ré trong
nhén dan rt bén chat, 6 sitc manh hon ca cac dao
luat” [1, tr. 5]. Nhu vay du théy 1€ lang quan trong
dén murc nao trong doi sdng cong dong nguoi Viét
xua. Hé thong 18 lang chi phdi nhiéu miat doi sdng
tir chinh tri, kinh té, van hoa. .. trong d6 co phong
tuc cudi xin. Nhic dén phong tuc cudi xin, ¢6 nhiéu
bai ca dao dé cap dén van dé nay, trong d6, mot
hinh anh dc biét 1a tién cheo co 18 la duge nhic
dén nhiéu nhat.

Tién cheo 1a mot khoan tién do nha trai nop
cho lang cua c6 dau nth mot sinh 1& trong phong
tuc cudi hoi. Lé nop tién cheo khong rd xuét hién
tir thoi nao nhung dén nha Hau Lé thi di phd bién.
Nop cheo thudng c6 hai hinh thirc: tién hogic dd vat.
C6 lang bt ndp cheo bang hién vat nhu: mam dong,
chén bat hay nhiing vat liéu sira chita cau, dudng,
giéng,... nhung co lang quy tat ca thanh tién.

Niam dau nién hiéu Canh Tri (1663), vua Lé
Huyén Tong di c6 du cdm hwong chie dia phuong
doi tién cheo qua lam, chi cho phép thau mét quan
tién va mot vo ruou: “Bat ctr & cing mot lang hay
lang khac déu cho phép thu cheo mét quan tién cd
va mot vo rugu. Quan vién va binh linh & x4 thon
nha gai khong dugc vién cd nguoi ta liy chong
lang khac ma doi tién cheo qua lam”. Nam 1804,
Vua Gia Long dinh 18: “Vé tién cheo thi nha giau
phai nop 1 quan 5 tién, nha bac trung ndp 6 tién,
nha nghéo ndp 3 tién. Néu lay nguoi lang khéc thi
phai nop gap doi” [8, tr. 70].

Néu chiéu theo ludt dinh, ta co thé suy ra bai
ca dao “Tat nudc dau dinh” s& phai ra doi trude
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nam 1663, nhung tiéc thay, tuy luat quy dinh nhur
vy nhung trong thyc té van c6 su phan biét nguoi
cung lang hay khac lang. Va tién cheo thuong bat
ndp qua muc luat dinh. Tuy biét 1a vo 1y nhung ho
nha trai van phai chip nhan vi khong ndp cheo coi
nhu cong dong lang xa khong cong nhan va doi
trai gai cho du c6 dam cudi rinh rang cd nao ciing
1a séng 1én lut.

“Nap cheo” 1a mot trong nhitng tuc 1¢& )
truyén cta lang xa nguoi Viét va gitt mot vi tri quan
trong trong doi séng, 1a cong cu dé didu chinh cac
mbi quan h¢ xa hoi. HE ¢6 cheo roi méi thanh gia
that. Viéc nap cheo v6i y phan bua véi lang nuée.
Lay nhau d4 c6 cheo 1a hon thii phan minh, 13 co s&
phap 1y dé vé sau vo chong c6 diéu gi khong d& ma
ly di dugc nhau va nguoi ngoai cling khong duoc
phép tham gia vao ma tranh cai dugc nita. Ngay
nay, trong viéc cudi xin ngudi Viét khéng con tién
hanh theo nghi thirc nay nira, thay vao d6 1a thu tuc
dang ky két hon, song van c6 thé thdy nap cheo la
mot tap tuc timg rat pho bién va mang tinh truyén
thong vin hoéa lang xa dan toc.

2.2. Tién cheo cuéi trong ca dao

Theo nghi 1& truyén thong, ngay nap cheo ciing
la ngay cudi, khong khi nao ngudi ta nap cheo trude
va sau ngay cudi. “Xuat x{ cta 18 nap cheo 14 tuc
“lan nhai”, tuc 1a tuc chang day ¢ doc duong hodc
o céng lang. Pau tién, ngu:(‘fi ta t6 chirc don mung
hén 18, chic tung, ¢6 noi dét phao muimg. Bé dap
1&, doan dua dau cling dua trau cau ra moi, dua
qua, dua tién biéu tang. Dan dan c6 nhitng ngudi
bat chinh, loi dung co hdi cung chang day, voi tién,
sach nhiéu, bién mot nghi thirc dep tré thanh tuc
1¢ xau. Vi thoi x4u lan dan gay nhiéu can trd, tridu
dinh phai ra 1énh bii bo. Thay thé vao d6, cho phép
lang xa dugc thu tién cheo™ [10, tr. 14].

“Ong x4 danh trong thinh thinh

Quan vién mii 4o ra dinh an cheo”

Bai ca dao phan anh viéc di an cheo cua cac
vi chtrc sic trong lang that vui nhon. Am thanh ciia
nhiing tiéng tréng tung bimg, ctia sy chudn bi twrom
tat mii 4o thé hién niém vui suong, han hoan cta ho
khi lang c¢6 ¢ con gai dén tudi truong thanh, xay
dung cudc sdng méi. Khi da nap cheo cho lang nghia
1a dam cudi duge lang cong nhén, c6 gidy bién nhan
han hoi. T gidy bién nhan nay coi nhu t& hon thi.
Khong nap cheo coi nhu khong dugc thira nhan:
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“C6 cudi ma chang co cheo

Dau rang c6 giét muoi heo ciing hoai”.

Nap cheo so v6i chdng ddy 12 tién bo, 14 co su
thay d6i & tu duy gin két cong dong. Mdi quan hé
khong con nam chi & riéng chang trai, 6 gai va ho
hang hai bén nita ma mé rong ra thanh méi quan
h¢ cua lang hodc hai lang. That vay, cudi xin tuy
la ciia hai ngudi nhung lai anh huéng dén quyén
loi cua hai gia dinh va kéo theo viéc xac 1ap quan
hé cua hai gia tdc. Vi vay, diéu can lam déu tién
chua phai la Iya chon mét ca nhan cu thé ma l1a lya
chon mdt dong ho, mdt gia dinh xem hai bén c6
tuong xtmg hay khong. Ngoai ra, con mot yéu t6
nira 1a tinh dén gen di truyén. Sau khi da xem xét
k¥ ludng, ho nha gai s& ddng v cho viéc tién dén
cua ho nha trai.

Theo phong tuc truyén thdng, dam cudi phai
trai qua “tam thu, luc 18”. Tam thu 12 ba 14 thu do
nha trai giri sang nha gai dé dua tin, xin bao va
chuan bi dan xép cac nghi thizc hon 1&. Luc 18 1a
sau 1& ma ho nha trai phai lo chuén bi sau khi nha
gai d4 chap nhan két tinh thong gia: nap thi, van
danh, nap cat, nap t¢, thinh ky, nghinh hon. Trong
tat ca cac hoat dong do, viéc lam khong thé thiéu
trong cudi hoi d6 1a thach cudi voi nhitng d6 sinh
1& cho nap té. Sinh 1& con duoc goi 1a “sinh tai”,
day co thé xem nhu 12 mot sy thir thach tai ning
dbi voi gia dinh nha trai.

“Bic thang hai ngon triu vang

Ca cheo 1an cudi xin chang mot tram”.

Hay:

“Bac thang hai ngon trau xanh

Ca cheo 1an cuéi xin anh mot ngan”.

Khi ho nha trai da théa man hét nhimg diéu
kién, dam cudi s& duoc dién ra trong khong khi
dam am cua gia dinh, ho hang, lang xa:

“Anh Hai di v&i chi Hai

Mam trau, ht ruou ton hai muoi tién

Con du mua cha mua nem

Mua cip 16ng dén ha1 ho cung lén

Ong cai, ong ki, ngdi trén

Sui gia ngoi dudi, hai bén ho hang”.

Trong bai ca dao trén, ta thiy co trau, ruou,
cha, nem, long den day la nhu:ng 18 vat toi thleu
theo tuc 1¢ co truyén. S6 lugng 18 vat thuong 1a sb
chén (boi s6 ctia hai - twong trung cho c6 ddi co
cdp), duoc xép trong s6 1¢ cia trap (sd 1¢ tuong
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trung cho sy phat trién). L& vat dan cudi thé hién
cho 1ong biét on ciia nha trai d6i voi cong on sinh
thanh dudng duc ciia cha me 6 gai. Mit khac, 18
vat cling biéu thi su quy mén, ton trong cuia chang
trai dbi voi co dau tuong lai.

Bit ré tir ban nguyén “tam sinh van vat’, van
vat ra doi ludn ton tai & dang ca thé riéng biét.
Nhung mdi c4 thé riéng biét dy khi hop lai, thong
nhét lai tao nén sirc manh viing chéc, can xung. Suc
manh 4y chinh 1a gié trj ban nguyén ciia s6 hai. S6
hai trong ca dao phan anh phong tuc cudi xin tén
tai & hai dang bién thé 12 hai va d6i. Gan véi nhiing
ngit canh cu thé ndé mang nhitng y nghia nhat dinh.
Xuét hién trong 101 dan cudi, cling nhu s6 mot, sb
hai dong vai trd 1a nhitng sb tir dinh luong cac sy
vat cu thé:

“Cudi em d6i hodn, doi tram

Muoi chin thudc luya, muoi lam quan tién”

Hay:

“Gitip em doi chiéu em nam

D6i chan em dip, d6i trim em deo

Gitp em quan tam tién cheo

Quan nam tién cudi lai déo budng cau”.

Nhu mét triét 1y ctia sy hoa hop, nhiing con
s6 1am cho ngudi dan cuéi 1an ngudi thach cudi
déu cam thay ximg dang.

Trong bai ca dao thuong duoc dan gian goi voi
cai tén than mat Tt mede ddu dinh trén, hinh anh
chang trai that d& thuong, duyén dang. Cau trac to
chure ngdn ngir cua bai ca dao doc ddo lam ndi bat
1én noi dung giao tiép ma chang trai mudn hudng
dén. Chang bién cai 1é lang dong cheo bét budc
thanh mot sy tw nguyén dang yéu, tién cheo cao hon
ca tién nap t€ ma van chép nhén, du dé co gai théy
anh chang that long that da vdi co dén mirc nao.

“Cheo lang” dugc anh bao rang “gitp em”
nhung thye ra 12 bit budc phai c6, khong cheo lang
thi khong c6 dugc vo. Trugce day, c6 nhitng nha gai
thach cudi rit cao, ngoai tién cheo con co ca trau,
bo, xa tich bac,... C6 I€ vi vy ma nam 1663 vua
Lé Huyén Téng phai ban didu gido hoa: “Vo chong
1a gbc luan thuong, 1y vo, ga chong phai theo 18
nghia, khéng duoc suy bi giau nghéo, doi nhiéu tién
clia. Lay nhau phai phan biét ho hang, noi giong,
khong dugc tham giau sang ma phéi hop loan luan
thuong, khong dugc céu hop khong c6 sinh 18 @é
dén ndi gan nhu gidng cAm thu...”. Nghia 1a khong

duoc thach cudi qua cao nhung ciing khong duoc
khong c6 sinh 18,

DPén nam 1804, vua Gia Long lai dinh I¢: “Trai
liy vo, gai lay chong thi sinh 1 phai cham chudc.
Trong sau 1€ phai tly strc nha trai giau nghéo, khong
dugc bat ép viét van khé cam ruong...”.

Tién nap té va cheo lang d3 tr thanh ndi “am
anh” hay mac nhién tré thanh mot nghia vu an sau
trong tiém thirc ciia cic chang trai, dén ndi lic vira
m&i quen budng 101 tan tinh thi “cheo lang” cling
da xuat hién trong 101 bay to:

“C6 kia di cho Ha Bong

Dé anh két nghia vo chong cung di

Anh di chua biét mua gi

Hay mua con lon phong khi cheo lang”.

“Cheo” xét vé biéu hién vin hoa Kkhong co gi
dang phé phan, d6 duoc xem 1a mot phan cong hién
ctia cO gai khi dén tudi trudng thanh, co nghia vu
véi qué huong, lang xa. Pang trai dong “cheo” l1a
khing dinh vi thé chinh thirc ctia ¢6 gai khi budc
vé nha chdng chir khong phai 1a theo khong. Tuy
nhién, c6 nhiéu lang datra tuc 1¢ rat ky quéc: nguoi
cung lang 1y nhau thi ndp it (c6 tinh tugng trung),
goi la cheo noi; léy vo ngoai lang thi cheo rat nang,
gap ddi, gp ba cheo noi, goi 13 cheo ngoai. Vi vy,
c6 nhitng chang trai phai di sinh 1& cuc ky hau hi:

“Cudi em chin qua cau vang

Cudi em chin chuc ho hang an choi

Vong vang kéo 1ay muoi doi

Lua la chin tdm, tién roi nghin quan

Goi la ¢6 hoi ¢6 han

Mudi chung ruou nép cheo lang 1a xong”.

Ta c6 thé thay, ngoai pham vat, cheo lang bao
gio ciing 1a thir dugc dang trai dé cap dén.

Pén trude nhitng nim 30 cua thé ky XX, tuc
“cheo lang” van con ton tai & mot sb ving nong
thon, tuy nhién do diéu kién lich sir va sy du nhap
cua van hoa phu’ong Tay, tuc 1€ dong cheo khong
con duy tri nita. Dén nay, tién cheo chi 12 nhiing
gi con sot lai trong kho tang ca dao, tuc ngir Viét.

Trong phong tuc cudi xin cua nguoi Viét, cd
nhidu nét dep duoc thé hién trong cac nghi thirc
khac nhau nhu: vin danh, nap cat, thinh ky, than
nghinh... tuy nhién chi c6 thach cudi (nap t€) va
nap cheo 1a hai nghi thirc cudi xin dugc to dam nhét
trong ca dao. Chung mang nét dep cd truyén vin
héa dan toc. Khi budc vao van hoc dan gian, phong
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tuc cudi xin da khoac 1én minh mét b 4o méi, mot
bd mat madi véi nhitng cung bac cam xuc khac nhau
cung nhing biéu hién cta nhan vat trit tinh.

Noi tém lai, du tuc cudi xin trong doi séng
van hoéa tinh than ngudi Viét van con ton tai nhiéu
mat uu - khuyét diém nhung su biéu hién cua néd
trong van hoc dan gian da dé lai cho nguoi Viét
nhiing bai ca dao, dan ca thim dim tinh chat trir
tinh. Tién cheo, sb tién duoc xem la céng hién cho
cong déng, thé hién mot nét dep van hoa truyén
thdng. Tién cheo hay cheo lang tuy da i vao qua
khr nhung van maii 1a mot biéu twong cudi xin
tng mot th01 dugc ton trong va tuan thu nghlem
ngit. Hiéu vé “cheo” nghia 1a hiéu vé cdi ngudn
cua mot phong tuc mang tinh chét lang xa ma ngay
nay da khong con.

3. Két luan

Van hoc dan gian phan anh phong tuc cudi
xin cta ngudi Viét, né ham chira nhiéu nghi 18
mang diu 4n dic trung riéng kho co thé 1an 16n
voi cac dan toc khac. Tuy theo diéu kién kinh té,
phong tuc tip quan cua ting viung mién ma mdi

nguoi, moi gia dinh s& chon mot hinh thirc to
chtrc 1& cudi cho phu hgp. Néi nhu Kinh Dich:
“Co troi dat roi ¢6 van vat, co van vat rdi co dan
ong dan ba, co6 dan 6ng dan ba rdi ¢6 vo chong,
coO VO chéng 10i ¢6 cha con, ¢ cha con, rdi mai
¢ quén than, c6 quan than rdi co trén dudi roi 18
nghia cai vao d6” [4, tr. 264]. Nhu vay, cudi xin
dugc xem 1a diu mdi ciia mudn sy sinh hoa, 1a
chuyén thiéng liéng vui ming nhét. C6 thé khang
dinh rang, tir 1au t6 chuc 18 cudi da 1a mot phong
tuc khong thé thiéu trong cudc séng cong dong,
ma y nghia x4 hoi ciia né thé hién & nhiéu khia
canh: kinh té, vin hoa, dao durc, x3 hoi.
Néu nhu ngay truge dam cudi phai trai qua
“tam thu, luc 1&” thi ngay nay da gian lugc di chi
con ba nghi 1& quan trong nhat: dam ngd, an hoi,
d6n dau (1& cuéi). Thi tuc dong “cheo lang cling
dan 1ui vao qua khu cung voi sy phét trién cia xa
hoi. Tuy nhién, dau 4n ciia phong tuc mang tinh chat
lang x4 ndy van con ton tai trong rat nhicu bai ca
dao, chinh diéu d6 da lam nén mot ban séc riéng,
phong vi riéng cua xur s¢ nong nghi¢p./.
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THE IMAGE OF WEDDING FEES IN VIETNAMESE FOLK SONGS

1

Summary

In the Vietnamese’ ancient marriage ritual, the practice of paying “tien cheo” (fees) for the villages
used to be a law and a culture habit. Although such a practice no longer exists due to historical change,
the image “tien cheo cuoi” (wedding fees) is still a remarkable symbol in folk songs. On surveying
folk songs related to “tien cheo”, this article makes contribution to looking at the Vietnamese’s village
customs and traditional rituals that are gradually forgotten through time.

Keywords: “tien cheo” (fees), traditional marriage ritual, Vietnamese folk song.
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