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BIEU TUGNG CA TRONG CA DAO DAN CA NAM BO

e ThS. Dao Duy Tung", Boan Thi Phuong Lam

Tém tit

Biéu tugng la cdch con nguoi ldy cdi nay dé thay thé cdi khdc. Biéu tuong dién dat mot cdch cu
thé kha ndng tu duy vo tdn ciia tri tuéng tuong va mang dam ddu dn van héa dan toc. P6T véi nguoi
Viéet Nam néi chung va nguoi Nam Bé ndi riéng, cd la mot biéu tuong mang dam dau én vdn héa cia
cut ddn néng nghiép ving séng nudc. Bai viét nay nghién citu biéu tugng cd trong ca dao dian ca Nam
Bo, qua dé chi ra rdng cd dugc nhdn héa hay mang ¥ niém ciia con nguoi. Biéu tuong cd da tao nén
mat biic tranh vé sw chuyén héa, su khdng khit gita nguoi va vat.

Tir khéa: biéu tugng, cd, ca dao dan ca Nam Bé.

1. Pit van dé

Jean Chevalier va Alain Gheerbrant chi ra:
“Lich st ctia bi€u tugng x4dc nhan ring moi vt
déu c6 thé mang gi4 tri bi€u tugng, du 1a vat tu
nhién (d4, kim loai, ciy cd1i, hoa, qué, thd vat,
sudi, song va dai duong, ndi va thung liing, hanh
tinh, 1tta, sim sét...) hay Ia triru tugng (hinh hoc,
con s&, nhip diéu, y tudng..)” [1]. Theo Petit
Larousse (1993), “biéu tugng (symbol) 1a mot diu
hiéu hinh anh, con vat hay dd vat, biéu thi mot
diéu triru tugng; né 1a hinh 4nh cu thé cla mot
sy vat hay mot diéu gi d6”. Nha Phan tAm hoc
Thuy SiC. G. Jung, ti gbc dd ngdn ngi, cho rang:
“Biéu tugng 12 mdt danh tir, mot tén goi hay mot
dd vat tuy da quen thudc v6i ta hiing ngay, nhung
con goi thém nhitng ¥ nghia khic bd sung vao y
nghia udc dinh, hién nhién va truc ti€p cian6 ™ [1].
Tir cach hi€u vé bi€u tugng nhu trén, trong bai viét
nay, chiing t6i khdo sit bi€u tugng don cd va biéu
tugng song ddi cd - cdu, ludi, lo, do, ddng,... trong
ca dao dan ca Nam B0 va xem chiing la phuong
tién nghé thuit cia ca dao dan ca Nam B9. Qua
d6, ciing chi ra riing biu tuong cd, cd - cdu, ludi,
10, dding,... 1a k&t qua cia sy biéu trung héa nghé
thuat mang ddm diu 4n van héa clia cu dan ndong
nghiép vung sdng nudc.

2. Biéu tugng cd trén th& gidi, 6 Viet Nam
va trong ca dao dian ca Nam B0

2.1. Biéu tugng cd trén thé gii

Trong tir dién bi€u tugng vin héa thé gidi [1,
tr. 115-116], Jean Chevalier va Alain Gheerbrant
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dd dua ra cdc y nghia khéc nhau vé bi€u tugng
cd. Cd 1a biu tugng clia nguyén td nudc, moi
trudng s6ng cla né. Trong vin héa clia ngudi
Khmer, cd dugc xem la con vat khdng trong sach.
Con d6i véi ngudi Do Théi, cd khong dude dung
trong cdc 1& hién t€ nhung cho ding d€ an, con
cdc giong dong vat sdng dudi nudc khic déu
khong dugc an.

Jean Chevalier va Alain Gheerbrant con cho
ring: “La bi€u tugng cla nudc, 1a vat cudi cla
than bién Varuna, cd dugc lién hé véi su sinh nd
hoic sy phuc sinh theo chu k... Va néu Chiia Kito
thudng dugc vi véi ngudi bdt cd thi nhitng tin dd
Kitd gido la cd, va nuGc ria toi 1a moi trudng tuw
nhién ctia ho va 1a cdng cu d€ hdi sinh cho ho,
song ban than Chia ciing dugc hdi sinh bing con
cd” [1, tr. 115]. Ngoai ra, c¢d con la biu tugng
cla sy sdng va tinh mén dé, do né c6 kha ning
sinh s&n ky la véi sd triing nhiéu vo ké.

_ Trong tranh tugng ton gido clia cdc dan toc
An - Au, cd con 1a bidu tugng cho su khdng ché
khd niing sinh s&n cla th& gidi. Vi cd ciing nhu
nhitng thé lyc siéu nhién phan phat mua, sy 4m
uét, 1a lut cho nhan loai.

P6i vé6i cac thd dan Trung My, cd 1a biéu
tuong chia Thin Cay Ngo. O ving Tidu A ¢8 xua,
nhu Anaximandre néi 10, cd la cha la me ciia cd
loai nguoi vi vay khong dude an cd. Con & Trung
Qudc, cd 1a biéu tugng clia van may, dit kém véi
con cO (trudng tho) thi ca hai cé nghia: suéng vui
va may min.

G Ai Cap, dan ching thudng an ¢ tuoi hoac
ca kho, nhung nhitng ngudi nao da dugc thi€ng
liéng hdéa nhu vua hay gido si thi khong dugc an.
Theo nhitng huyén thoai xa xua nao d6, nhitng sinh
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linh than thanh cta vua Busiris da héa thanh loai
ca Chromis, vi vdy phéi tuyét doi kiéng #@n ca.

Nhu vay, c¢6 thé néi, bi€u tugng cd mang
nhitng y nghia rit khdc nhau trong céc nén vin
héa. Cd ngoai y nghia l1a dong vat c6 xuong song
& dudi nudc, thd bing mang va bdi biang vay thi
n6 con c6 thém nhiéu y nghia bd sung khic nhau
tily vao dic di€m vin héa ctia mdi dan toc.

2.2. Biéu tugng cd ¢ Viét Nam

Cd khong chi cung cip ngudn thuc phdm dbi
dao ma con 1a bi€u tugng mang nhiéu ¥ nghia vin
héa, tAm linh trong ddi song clia ngudi Viét.

Trong co ciu bita dn cda ngudi Viét, cd 1a
thuc phdm mang lai ngudn dinh dudng ddi dao:
com - rau - cd. Trong nghé danh bt thiy, hai san,
cd duge xem 1 d6i tugng trung tim cia qud trinh
d4nh bit, diéu nay dudc thé hién qua tén goi: ngu
nghiép, ngu dan, ngu phii, nghé ddnh bdt cd.

Trong x4 hoi, cd dugc 14y 1am biéu tugng dé
néi lén nhitng tri€t 1y nhan sinh clia con ngudi.
Cac bac cha me thudng rin day con cdi:

Cé khong @n mudi ca won,

Con cidi cha me tram dudng con hu.

DPé& chi sy vat vé, gian khd clia cha me ddi
vGi con céi, dan gian thudng néi cd chudi ddm
dudivi con. Ngoai ra, chiing ta con c6 thé ké thém
nhitng cdch néi khic, trong d6 biéu tugng cd dugc
diing trong nhitng k&t cAu khac nhau biéu trung
cho nhitng y nghia khic nhau nhu: cd cd vuc sdu
c6 nghia la khé ti€p xtc dugc véi nhitng ngudi
c6 quyén cao, chitc trong; cd chdu chim long: tinh
cAnh ti ting, mat tw do; cd chép héa rong, cd vuot
Vii mén: ngudi hoc tro thi dd, thdi phong kién; cd
dd cdn cdu: sau thdi gian kién tri mdi chai, doi
tugng da ddng y; cd chdng bén cdu: ngusi con gii
khong dong ¥ k&t duyén cling ngudi con trai; cd
doi bing daw/ cd meé mot lika: ai cling nhu ai, khong
phan biét trén dudi (y phé phén); cd gdp nudc,
rong gdp may: gip dugc moi trudng thuan lgi dé
thi tho nang luc; cd ké ddu, rau ké ma: can phan
biét tirng mén khi tinh todn; cd I6n nudt cd bé: ké
manh 1an 4p ké y€u; cd manh vi nudc: ding vé6i
moi trudng cua minh thi méi phat huy tac dung;
cd ndm trén thét/ cd ndam tréc thot/ cda nam dudi
dao: tinh mang, s6 phan 1am vao tinh th€ quin
bach, nguy hiém, khé thoat; cd no moi ciing kho
dit Ién: ngudi da ddy dd thi khong dé bi mua

chudc; cd nudc chim troi, cd bé chim ngan: phiéu
bat khdp noi, khong bi&t ddu ma tim; cd nudc duyén
ua: hai ngudi hgp nhau nhu ca véi nudc; cd song
vé nude: 18i clia ngudi in may kéu van dé€ xin bd
thi; cd thia quen chdu, chon den quen hang: da &
mot noi thi khong thich chuyén di noi khéc.

Trong nhan thic cia ngudi Viét, cd 1a mot
bi€u tugng mang tinh biéu trung da dang va ¢ tinh
thong nhit cao trong tam Iy dan tdc. Do d6, nhitng
¥ nghia clia biéu tugng cd trong ca dao dan ca Nam
B dugc ching tdi phan tich sau day khong cén ci
vao th& do6i 1ap c6/khong ma chi y&u dwa vao mifc
dd dam hon so véi cic vung khéc.

2.3. Bi€u tugng cd trong ca dao din ca
Nam B0

Theo khéo sit cta ching toi, ca dao dan ca
Nam Bo c6 264/4793 bai c6 chita bi€u tugng cd,
chi€m ti 1& 5,5%. Pay la mot ti 1& kha cao so véi
cac bi€u tugng khac. Bi€u tugng cd trong ca dao
dan ca Nam Bo xuat hién & hai dang: biéu tudng
don cd va séng ddi cd - cdu, ludi, 10,... Biéu tudng
don cd c6 196/264 bai, chi€m t 1& 74,2%; bi€u
tugng song doi cd - cdu, ludi, 1o,... c6 68/264 bai,
chi€m tf 1& 25,8% [3] [4] [10].

Biéu tugng cd trong ca dao dan ca Nam Bo
dugc tao dung chli y&u nhd vao sy lién tudng
tuong ddng vé hinh dang, tinh chit, dac diém. Pé
xay dung biéu tugng ddy nhitng bat ngd, thi vi,
tac gid dan gian Nam B da dua vao tu duy lién
twdng. Trude hét 1a lién tudng theo hinh déng:
ngudi méo miéng nhu cd ludi trdu, ngudi trét moi
nhu cd trén bdu, ngudi cé ngoai hinh dai, tho nhu
cd tré; tinh chat, dic diém: ngudi con gdi dep, cé
phdm chat t6t nhu cd Iy ngu, ngudi con gii mat
tu do nhu cd chdu, cd vé 10, cd mdc ludi...

2.3.1. Biéu tuong don cd

Ca dao dan ca Nam B0 sit dung biéu tugng
cd néi chung va céc loai cé néi rieng dé€ néi vé
con ngudi. B6 la céc loai nhu: cd rd, cd sdc, cd
tré, cd ludi trau, cd trén bau, cd béng, cd thu, cd
l6¢, cd thon bon, cd bi muc, cd lia thia, cd 1y ngu,
cd long tong, cd budi, cd nugc, cd vioce, cd sdu,
cd he,...

Trudc hét, tac gid dan gian Nam Bo da dung
bi€u tugng cd d€ néi vé con ngudi:

Cd bong di tu,

Ca thu né khoc,
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Ca léc né rdu,

Phdi chi ngodi bién cé cdu,

Anh ra ngoai dé gidi sdu ciing em.

Téc gi4 dan gian con dya vao dic di€m cla
titng loai cd d€ néi vé con ngudi:

Cd lugi trau sau ai méo miéng,

Cd tren bdu nhiéu chuyén trét moi.

Cd ludi trdu ¢6 moi thudén dai, mom bao
quanh phia truéc ham khi€n miéng ching trong
nhu bi méo; con cd trén bau cé6 ham dudi dai hon
ham trén nén bi coi la tr6t moi. Pay la bai ca dao
hai huéc nhung c6 gid tri phé phén sau sic.

Ciing dya vao hinh dang, tic gid dan gian da
vi cd tré - mQt loai cd nuGe ngot da tron, minh dai,
dau bet, mép c6 rau, vay nguc c6 nganh ciing nhu
ngudi con gai c6 dang “dai tho™:

Ca tré nhiic nhich trong hang,

Ca ro chay lai kéu nang dai tho.

D& chi sy bat can xting, sy khong phan dinh
ton ti trat ty, tdc gid dan gian dung hinh anh ca
khac loai cd sdc - cd ro:

Ca sdc ma ruot cd ro,

An néi xé bé chdng biét trude sau.

Ngudi Nam B tuong tdc véi moi trudng
song nudc modt cach ty nhién va thodi mai, dicu
nay tao nén mot bic tranh ngdn ngit day thid vi
qua mo tip thdn em. N€u ca dao truyén thong
thudng vi thdn em nhu giéng giita dang, nhu hat
mua sa, nhu tdm lua dao, ... thi ca dao Nam B0 lai
vi nht céc thuc thé song nude, ching han:

Théan em nhu cd ro me,

Lao xao budi chg biét vé tay ai?

Bén canh d6, ca dao Nam B0 con st dung
md tip déi ta cling mang dim dau 4n song nudc:

- Poi ta nhu cd thon bon,

O trén mdt nudc, cho con mua rao.

- Hai dita minh nhu cdp cd ¢ dia,

Ngay thi dn 1é, t67 via (vé) ngii chung.

- Hai dita minh nhu con sdu tdm ao sdu,

Ban ngay xa cach nhung t6i dau ddu ciing ve.

Ngoai ra, ca dao dan ca Nam BO con st dung
biéu tuong cd chép (cé 1y ngu) gén lién véi sy tich
cd chép vugt vii moén héa rong. Cd chép sdng lau
nén trg thanh bidu tugng ctia uGc vong trudng tho.
Cd chép con 1a vat d€ cudi va 1a s gid ctia than
tien. O Viet Nam, c4 chép dua ong Téo lén troi
vao ngay 23 thang Chap. Trong tdm thit’c ngudi

36

Viét, cd héa long/ cd héa rong (cd viot vii mon)
12 vi ngudi hoc tro di thi duge dd dat vinh hién;
ciing ding d€ vi ngudi thanh dat hoic dugc thda
chi, toai nguyén. Vilé do, ca dao dan ca Nam B§
¢6 nhitng bai nhu:

- Ngay nao nén ngdi vg chong,

Poi lita ta nhu thé c¢d héa rong 1én may.

- Bdu ché anh quan tit 16 thi,

Anh t§ nhut con ¢d & can cho khi héa rong.

Vi tam thirc van hoa song nude, ca dao dan
ca Nam B0 con bién vii mén (vo mon) thainh mot
“cong cu d4nh bit” diy thd vi:

Anh nhu cdi vé mén cao khong xiét ké,

Ngdin ngoai cita bé.

Poi cd Ii ngu ve,

Kiép tu em con vung, khoén bé thodt qua.

C6 thé néi, cd héa réng 1a mot biéu tugng
cua tri tudng tugng phong phi cia ngudi xua qua
thuc t€ sinh dong cda tu nhién. Qua d6, dan gian
da tao nén gia tri vin héa dic sic. Cang dic sic
va doc ddo hon khi dan gian dd@ Nam B¢ hoéa vii
mon thanh anh - cong cu ddnh bt va cd Iy ngu -
em rat Nam Bo.

Trong ca dao dan ca Nam B9, bi€u tuong ca
xudt hién chd yé&u Ia cé néi chung hay céc loai
cé néi riéng va tinh cdnh, diéu kién s6ng clia
chiing nhu ¢4 & ao (Em cé chong nhui cd & ao/ Anh
vo khong ddng biét bao nhiéu sdu), ci & bé (Bé
sdu con cd vay ving/ Trdi cao mudn truong, cdnh
chim héong cao bay), ca 1én khdi nu6c (Cd lén khéi
nudc cd kho/ Lam than con gdi l6a 16 ai khen), ca
trén thét (Cd lén trén thét, hét nhét con cd kho/
Gdp gdi khong gheo, trai kho gdi che), ca trong
chau (Vit ndm bo mia ria 16ng/ Cd chdu chim long
bao thud gdp nhau), ca vo 13 (Con cd vé 1o dung
vi théi nan/ Em ché anh ngheo kho, kiém ché giau
sang ma nho)... dé hinh dung con ngudi trong cudc
ddi v6i nhitng hoan cinh cu thé khac nhau.

Nhu vay, biéu tugng cd trong ca dao dan ca
Nam B9 dudc lién tudng dén tirng loai ngudi cu
thé hay con ngudi néi chung. Poi khi, dwa vao moi
trudng, hoan cinh sdng clia cd, tic gid dan gian
con lién tudng d&€n nhitng canh ddi khac nhau.

2.3.2. Biéu tuwong séng doi cd - cdu

Trong ca dao dan ca Nam B9, biéu tugng cé
con két hop séng doi véi cau, 1udi, 16, ding, sa,
chai,... @€ tao nén nhitng lién tuéng thd vi. Trong
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d6, biéu tugng cd - cdu xuat hién nhiéu hon ca.
Véi biéu tugng séng doi cd - cdu, udi, 1o, ding,
sa, chai, ... thi c4 thudng bi€u trung cho cd gai, chi
duy nhat mot trudng hgp cé biéu trung cho chang
trai (Nang nhu chim no duong bay/ Anh nhu con
cd mdc ray Wi gidng); con cdu, ludi, 1o, ddng,
sa, chai, ... biéu trung cho chang trai hodc thai do,
tinh cAm cta chang trai.

Trong bai ca dao sau day, cd la cd géi, cdu
12 13i bay t6, thuy&t phuc clia chang trai:

Gam trong thé su nyc cuvi

Mot con cd 16i nhieu nguoi budng cau.

va khi cd dn cdu 1a mot két qua ding nhu
mong dgi cia cdc chang trai.

Biéu tuong séng ddi cd - cdu dugc tic gid
dan gian Nam B9 st dung theo 161 tu duy hai
chiéu. N&u cd dn cdu ddng nghia vdi viéc co gdi
yéu chang trai 1a diéu ding din, con nhu khong
yéu 1a sy sai 1am, dai khd.

Ca khong an cdu thit la con cd dai,

Bdi cau anh cam, cau ngdi cau nhon.

Bén canh d6, tic gia dan gian Nam B0 con
cho ring khong phéi lic ndo cd dn cdu - cd gai
chap nhan tinh yéu clia chang trai ciing l1a diéu
ding din.

- Ca khong dn cau that la con cad dai,

Vdc can cdu vé nght lai con cd khon.

- Cd khong dn cau ché ring con cd dai,

Cd mdc cdu roi néi tai cd tham dn.

Trong tinh yéu, cic chang trai thudng dung
nhitng 15i nhu mat ngot rét vao tai khi€n bao co géi
dong long. Tuy nhién, quyét dinh cudi cing van
1a & phia nhitng c6 gai. Ho phai dl ban linh d€ phat
hién dau 1a ngudi chan that/ gia doi va dau 1a diéu
chan that/ doi trd d€ c6 lwa chon ding dén.

Mbi trudng song nudc 12 dac di€m tu nhién
ndi troi § Nam Bo. Diéu nay tic dong manh mé
dén tu duy ngdn ngit cda cu dan noi day. N6 chi
phdi cach con ngudi biéu trung héa y niém thong
qua cic biéu tuong cu thé. T4c gia dan gian néi
v& cong siic clia chang trai dd bd ra trong tinh
yéu nhung van bi mat ngudi yéu mot cach rat
séng nudc:

- Tiéc cong lao dao ao tha cd,

Bao thdng chdy nguoi la dén cau.

- Tiéc cong ddp dap be bo,

Pé ai quay dé mang lo dén dom.

Bai ca dao da dung ao d€ néi viéc thd cd,
cdu. Pao ao thd cd: mdt ngit doan 4n du, néi 1én
cong stic cia ngudi con trai da bo ra dé lo ldng,
chiam s6c cho ngudi con gai. Th€ nhung, chang
trai da khong dugc hudng hanh phiic tir cong stc
minh da bd ra ma bi ngudi khac danh mat (cdu).
Pay la cach néi rat y nhi, sdu ling. Tuong tu, ddp
ddp be bo ciing 12 ngit doan 4n du néi vé cong
stic vun vén cho tinh yéu ctia chang trai; qudy do
mang 16 dén dom chi hanh dong doat quyén s& hitu
vé minh clia chang trai khac.

C6 1& ngudi Nam Bo song trong moi trudng
song nudc, tuong tic véi song nude nén tu duy
clia ho thudng mém mai, uyén chuyén nhu dong
nudc. Ho nhin nhin vin dé khong hoan toan dua
vao nhitng dic trung ¢d hitu clia ching ma tuong
ung v4i nhitng dac trung tuong tdc. Thong thudng,
cd trong chdu, ao, dia 1a chi tinh cdnh mat ty do,
chi sy di rdi clia cd gdi. Thé nhung bai ca dao
Nam B sau day lai c6 ¥ nghia khac hén:

Mdt nhin trdang, trdng lai con khuya,

Muén qudng cdu s¢g cd mé dia khong an.

Chang trai mudn bay té tinh cAm, mudn thdo
citi 56 16ng cho co gdi néu cd gai khong dugc hanh
phic nhung liéu y dinh bay td tinh cdm, gidi
phong cho ¢6 géi cia chang trai ¢6 nén chang vi
c6 thé co Ay dang song trong hanh phiic.

Ngoai su két hgp cd véi cdc cong cu ddnh
bit nhu cdu, 10, ludi, chai, ding, ... ca dao dan ca
Nam B9 con k&t hgp vdi chim @& chi ngudi nit va
ngudi nam hay tinh yéu nam nit rit nhin vén:

- Chim kia xdt cd trén troi,

Phiit dau gié thoi rd roi cd chim.

- Con co niip bui liia xanh,

Cho con cd dén nhu anh cho nang.

Con co niip bui liia vang,

Cho con cd dén nhu nang cho anh.

Song nudc va nhitng thyc thé lién quan dén
song nudc cb vai tro to I6n trong céch lya chon
bi€u tugng clia ngudi Nam Bo dé bay té y niém
clia minh. Chéng han, dé chi nhitng ké vo on bdi
nghia, tac gid dan gian da ding bi€u tugng cd -
nom bén canh chim - nd:

Trdach ai ddng cd quén nom,

Ddng chim bé nd, quén on, vji thu.

C6 thé néi, nhitng thuc thé lién quan dén
song nudc c6 mot vai trd rit quan trong trong ddi
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song vat chat va tinh thin clia ngudi Nam Bo. Cd
va cdc cong cu danh bit cd nhu cdu, ludi, 10, ding,
dé, ... xuat hién nhiéu trong ca dao dan ca Nam Bo
phan 4nh mot dac di€m cta nén vin hda vat chit
- viin héa dénh bit thiy sdn. Nhu mot quy luat
tat yéu, qua tuong tic vdi cdc thuc thé lién quan
dén soéng nudc, con ngudi cé duge nhitng kinh
nghiém tir chinh mdi trudng nay. Piéu nay da dé
lai d4u &n sAu dAm trong ngdn ngit dién dat, trong
cich thé hién y niém ctia ngudi Nam Bo.
3. K&t luan

Biéu tugng cd, cd - cau, ludi, 1o, ddng, do,...
trong ca dao dan ca Nam B¢ 1a bi€u hién sinh
dong ctia nén van minh kénh rach. Biéu tugng cd,
cd - cau, ludi, 1o, ddang, do,... ¢ chitc ndng la vat
thay th&, n6 bic nhitng chi€c cau dé cho trf tudng
tuong clia con ngudi bay cao, bay xa. N6 noi lién
vat cht va tinh than, tu nhién va vin héa.

Biéu tudng cd, cd - cdu, ludi, 1o, dang, do,...
trong ca dao dan ca Nam B0 phan 4nh gia tri dia

van héa Nam Bo. DAy 1a ving cd té6m sdn bdt, lia
troi sdn dn. Do vay, tit moi trudng tu nhién, con
ngudi da cdu tric héa thanh nhitng tdc phim
truyén miéng diy y nghia qua bao thé hé.

M&di dan toc c6 mot quan niém khac nhau vé
thé€ gii dong vat. Tuy nhién, trong tu duy lién
tuwdng clia nhan loai, th€ gidi dong vat khong chi
la nhitng sinh vat cia ty nhién ma con thAm nhap
vao ddi song tinh than cla con ngudi. Pong vat
dugc nhan hda hay mang y ni€ém clia con ngudi.
Biéu tudng cd ludi trdu, cd trén bau, cd bong, cd
thu, cd l6c, cd cdn cdu, cd & dia, cd & trong 10, cd
héa long, ... da tao nén mot bic tranh tuyét mi cho
su chuyén héa, sy khing khit gifta ngudi va vat.
Ching t6i cho riing, khong 13i nao gidi thich thiu
dédo hon bai ca dao Nam B§ sau, vi vay ching t6i
muon 15i bai ca dao nay dé tam khép lai bai viét
ciia minh:

Chit rdng: nhon vt dao dong,

Tuy khong biét néi ma long biét suy.
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FISH SYMBOLISM IN THE SOUTHERNERS’ FOLK VERSES

Summary

Symbolism is to replace one thing for another, which indicates specifically humans’ unlimited
imaginations and also marks national culture. For Vietnamese people in general and the Southerners in
particular, fish is a cultural symbol bearing a profound mark of agricultural residents in the watery region.
This paper investigates fish symbolism in the Southerners’ folk verses; thereby it points out that fish
is personified or has the implication of man. This symbol creates a picture of transformation and close
relationship between man and animals.

Keywords: symbol, fish, the Southerners’ folk verses.

38



